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Greetings all,

Our chapter picnic was a
success; the weather was
about as perfect as it
could be -albeit a day
delayed because of rain—
the locale couldn't be
beat, and the chow was
good. | believe the folks
who made it to Van Sant
had a great time, as did I.
If I could have only one
addition to put it over the
top it would be to have
more members in
attendance, since that's what really makes an event 5.4 moving to the rain date meant not being able
successful. Was the timing bad? Too far to travel? 5 come. Let's talk about this at the upcoming

Not enough advance notice? | k_now severql of you meeting so more members can participate nekt
couldn’'t be there due to previous commitments year.

Your Board of Directors met earlier
in the month. I'll have a brief review
for you on Sept. 29. One of the
items approved was a sponsorship ir
the amount of $250 to the Friends of
Trenton-Mercer Airport to support
the “Sky’s the Limit” golf outing on
Oct 7. This was based on the
fantastic support TTN has give our
chapter over the last several years
and also serves as an advertisement
for the chapter. If you'd like to golf,
please contact me and I'll send you
the information on how to register.
See you Tuesday

Tom

-More Pictures on Page 7

-Picnic Photos Provided by Tom
Russell
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The Vans website reports that as of Septemb8r 25
four “First Flight” reports for the RV-12 have been

submitted. Many more are expected to make first
flights in the coming months. Here is a break
down of the current RV-12 costs. Remember
everything is included with these kits except the

paint.
RV -12
Preview
NA
Plans —~
Fastener $250

with
Empennage |¢2150% | Tailcone
with tailcone | 1N Stock

; 8
*
Wing $5480% | ks
8
*
Fuselage $4600 weeks
i 8-10
*
Finishing $8450 weeks
Depending
on options 2.3
Avionics $12,220 to| <~ !
$13,420 |Weeks
6-8
Powerplant  |$24,985 weeks
Depending
. on options
Kit Total $58,135 -
$59,335

QuickBuild $NYA

* indicates pre-punched

http://www.vansairforce.com/community/forumdis

play.php?f=73is the best unofficial
website for RV-12 builders and
prospective builders alike.

Here is an example of the kind of
information that abounds on this site.
Always interesting stuff, check it
out.

This reminds me of another
Rotax tip for engine shut down.
The gear box does not like just

shutting the mags off at 1,800 RPM. There
is a harmonic osculation that is set up

between the prop and the drag of the engine
-v- gear box. This can cause problems /
wear if not done correctly. If you get a
violent shake as the prop stops, this is not
good.

To minimize this "shut down shake" what
I've done in the past is set the engine idle a
little on the low side, say 1600 RPM when
the throttle is pulled all the way back. Then
when | am ready to shut down (I'm idling
about 1,800 RPM where it is smooth) |
bump the throttle up just a tad more say
2,000 RPM, and pull it all the way back. As
the engine slows to 1,600 RPM, | kill one
mag. This drags the engine down a little
more, then kill the other mag. This all takes
place in about 2-3 seconds. If you do this in
a smooth sequence the Rotax 912s shuts
down with little or no  shake.

Don't miss understand Doug's & my
statements about the Rotax engine. They
are dependable, robust, reliable, little power
plants. However, there are little things you
can do to help them last longer, and with
less maintenance.”

RG
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Hudson River Update

The FAA'’s proposed changes for handling traffic
in the Hudson River corridor are based on the
success of air traffic control at the Experimental
Aircraft Association’s AirVenture in Oshkosh, the
head of FAA'’s air traffic department told a House
Aviation Subcommittee Sept. 16.

Hank Krakowski told the representatives that
Oshkosh handles more than 3,000 aircraft
movements a day safely with pilots following
established rules and having minimum contact
with air traffic controllers. He said the classés o
airspace were established primarily to protect
airline aircraft, but that general aviation pilots
operate under specific rules and follow these rules

Members of the subcommittee got an education on
air traffic control and general aviation from other
witnesses and also from some of their own
legislators.

Craig Fuller, president of the Aircraft Owners and
Pilots Association (AOPA), explained flight rules,
stressing that “uncontrolled airspace” is a
misnomer as all flights operate under very specific
rules. He also pointed out that the night befdre, t
AOPA Air Foundation had presented a program
about safe operation in the Hudson River corridor
to 350 pilots in the Newark area.

Matthew Zuccaro, president of the Helicopter
Association International (HAI), explained how
helicopter pilots undergo specific and recurrent

training for operation in specific areas. He naded
helicopter pilot who had flown in Vietnam and

spent a quarter of a century flying helicopters in
the New York area was killed by an automobile or
the sidewalk in New York City.

Cessna Skycatcher Update

The first Cessna 162 produced
in China made its maiden flight
recently The aircraft

performed a number of
handling quality tests during
the flight.

The Model 162 Skycatcher is a
two-place, single-engine piston,
high-wing aircraft in the Light
Sport Aircraft category, defined
in the United States as an
aircraft with a gross weight
under 1,320 pounds and with a
top speed of no more than 120 knots
The 162 is powered by a Continental O-200D 100
hp air-cooled, carbureted engine and a fixed-pitch
propeller. The aircraft will cruise at speeds up to
118 knots and will have a maximum range of 470
nautical miles. The Cessna 162 Skycatcher
features a Garmin G300 avionics system,
Information is presented in a single, split-screef
primary flight display (PFD) and multi-function
display (MFD), or as two full-screen displays with|
an optional second screen. The Skycatcher will be
capable of Visual Flight Rules/Day/Night
operations.

—_—

Shenyang Aircraft Company was selectec
following a global search for a production partne
that could handle high-quality production. SAC
has a long history with experience in military anc
civil aircraft production and assembly. SAC is
fabricating the fuselage and integrating U.S.-made
engine, systems and avionics.

Following shipment to the U.S., the 162s will be
reassembled for delivery at one of three regional
locations.
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Cessna, in association with King Schools, has also
developed a new Web-based training system for August Chapter Minutes
sport and private pilot certificates that will be ‘Wiqites of EAA Chapter 78 Meeting of August
available through the Cessna Pilot Center network 5509
of flight schools. Our president, Tom Russell called the meeting
i to order at approximately 7:30 PM. Fifteen
Cessna launched its Skycatcher program at mempers were in attendance. Otto reported
AirVenture Oshkosh in 2007 and has since $16,284 in our treasury.
received more than 1,000 order£essna Press Tom stated that we had excellent member
Release support for the recent B-17 visit to the Trentor
- P, airport. Although the weather wasn't ideal and the
Airline Economics * EAA B-17 visit followed on the heals of WW I
Some Airlines are protecting the bottom line in bo”.‘ber visits by another organization only dayy
some unusual ways. The following excerpts are carlier, thg turnout was reasonably gqod. A plpu:i
from MSNBC.COM and The New York Times. of uncertainty regarding future EAA aircraft visits
was articulated because of the recently reported
L aSH sale of Ronson Aviation.
% & () ( Tqm also mentioned that progress is being
. ; . made in our chapter’s pursuit of obtaining a 5010,
% ( ( non-profit organization, status. He also asked tha
( ( + chapter members restrict the use of our member|E
! Mail lists to chapter, aircraft or related EAA
matter messages. Planning for the then upcoming
. picnic that was to be held at Van Sant airport was
( C( discussed and plans were finalized. Tom then
-$ ! ! asked for member reports on any Vvisits ftc
% 0( ( Oshkosh.
( L (( Tim Emig, builder of an RV-7, drove to
' Oshkosh — his first visit to their annual evenhda
(. e, he was obviously very favorably impressed with
( the experience that he shared with us.
Jim Alago reported that Grimes is planning a
YO« . e fly-in for September 28 and 2. He stated that
12§33+ they have several very interesting aircraft
including a just restored Jenny for viewing.
Several members expressed an interest in attending
( 4 ,,/5433 %6 0 this upcoming event. As many of you are aware,
( ( Jim’'s homebuilt aircraft is among the many
x ( aircraft in the Grimes’ inventory.
' ' The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.
Earlier this year a British Airways 747 flight came
under FAA scrutiny after it was found out that it Harry Beard, Secretary
continued on to its destination (London Heathrow)
on three engines. What is interesting is thahis t
case one of the engines was shut down only 45
minutes after takeoff from a US West Coast
airport. What irked the FAA most was that the
flight crew never informed ATC of the situation.
RG
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BA Launches New Service

British Airways will be launching its London City
LCY— New York JFK all business class flights on

September 29th. Two airplanes with 32, 180 degree

reclining seats will be utilized. The Airbus A318
the smallest member of the Airbus A320 family. A318
Elite is the corporate model (business jet) ofaineraft
type. The A318 is the largest commercial aircraft
certified with Steep Approach capabilities. It is
certified for a 5.5° approach slope, although it is
believed to be able to achieve a 7.5° slope saldig.
regular slope for a standard approach is 3°. Thike®s
the Steep Approach Certified Aircraft ideal for
operation into mountainous or urban airports where

regular approach to the airport might not be pdssib
The A318 is fitted with a ‘Steep Approach Switch’ i
the overhead panel of the cockgitrming the switch

will place the A318 into steep-approach mode a

the speed brakés deployed, as long as the flaps are

fully extended and the landing-ged down,
raising the outboard spoilers, numbers 3 and 4,
30°.
approach is achieved while still being able to rream

a normal approach speed. The switch basicall
disarms all of the warning systems that would ndisma
alert the pilots to “speed brakes deployed” witdp8
and gear down. This is a prohibited configuration
normal approaches.

The London City runway is 4998 feet long and is
located 6 miles from London’s Financial District,
located on the east side of the city. Heathrow
over 15 miles and is due west of the city.
airport was built in the 1980’s and sprung from
landfill and derelict docks. Until now only
commuter type aircraft have utilized the airpdtt.
has been popular with regional business traveller
Time will tell if it will be as popular for the
intercontinental travellerRG

By adding more drag, a much steeper angle of
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Calendar Items
October 2009

!
# $

Oct 3 — Chesapeake, VA. Hampton Roads
Executive Airport (PVG). Airport Appreciation
Celebration. Airport open house featuring food,
music, and of course flying! Several aircraft dealers
and flight schools will be on-site plus the NE
Bonanza Group and the Lance Air Owners clubs are
holding fly-ins in conjunction with this event..
Contact Tommy Benn, 757-617-1619; Email .
Website . Event ID: 13230

Oct 3 — Dulles, VA. Dulles International Airport
(KIAD). Dulles Day Plane Pull. GA pilots are invited
to display their aircraft, meet the public, and extol
the virtues of General Aviation. Registration
required.. Contact Dennis Boykin, 703/346-4857;
Email . Website . Event ID: 13241

Oct 3 - 4 — Hagerstown, MD. Hagerstown Aircraft
Services, Hagerstown, MD. Airport (KHGR). 11th
Annual HGR Fly-in, Drive in. Static displays from the
HGR Aviation Museum featuring Fairchild's C119 &
C82A. GA. & Home Built Aircraft on display and
more. Young Eagle Rides 10:00-Noon & 1:00-3:00.
Discovery rides available. Breakfast served 8:00-
11:00, L. Contact Joe Boyle or Tracey Potter,
301/797-1875 or 301/797-2039. Website . Event ID:
13050

Oct 3 — Stafford, VA. Stafford Regional Airport
(KRMN). Wings, Wheels & Ducks. Annual Fly-in,
Car Show and Rotary Club raffle. Food,
entertainment and social event.. Contact Ed Wallis,

Airport Manager, 540-658-1212; Email . Website .
Event ID: 12194

Oct 3 — Stafford, VA. Stafford Regional Airport
(KRMN). Wings, Wheels, and Ducks 2009. Contact
Rotary Club of Stafford. Website . Event ID: 13044

Oct 4 - 5 — Hagerstown, MD. Hagerstown RGNL -
Richard Henson Field (HGR). 11th Annual
Hagerstown Fly-in, Drive-in. HGR Aviation Museum
& GA displays, Free EAA Young Eagle rides.
Breakfast & Lunches available. Contact Tracey
Potter, 301-797-2039. Website . Event ID: 13119

Oct 8 - 11 — Wise, VA. Lonesome Pine Airport
(KLNP). "Let Freedom Ring" - A Salute to American
Veterans. Warbird fly-in and historic/contemporary
military displays. Remembering the 65th anniversary
year of the D-day invasion.. Contact Bob Spera,
276-328-5300; Email . Website . Event ID: 12886

Oct 10 - 11 — Saranac Lake, NY. Adirondack
Regional Airport (SLK). Adirondack Fall Foliage Fly-
in. The BBQ will be held from 4:30 7:00 PM. We
will be serving hamburgers, hotdogs, potato salad,
and cold beverages. Free to all fly-in visitors. All
aircraft participating in the fly-in will automatically be
entered into a drawing to win a fuel top-off.. Contact

Ross Dubarry, 518/891-4600; Email . Website . Event
ID: 13236

Oct 10 — East Windsor, CT. Skylark Airpark (7B6).
Taildragger & Vintage Fly-In & Safety Seminar. 9:30
- 12:00 Hear from area experts regarding tailwheel
and vintage aircraft operation and maintenance.
Qualifies for WINGS credit. A cookout by EAA
Chapter 1310 follows. (Donations are appreciated.).
Contact Paul Dowgewicz, 860-370-9990; Email .
Website . Event ID: 13265

Oct 24 — Orange, VA. Orange County Airport
(KOMH). OCABA Fly-in/Drive-in Pancake Breakfast.
Pancake breakfast from 8am - 11am $5 donation
Fall 2009 fundraiser. Contact Jerry Hubbell, 540-
672-2158. Website . Event ID: 13273

Oct 25 — Cumberland, MD. Greater Cumberland
Regional Airport (CBE). Breakfast Fly In, EAA
Chapter 426. Breakfast buffet style, all you can eat.
0700 to 1130 Adults $6, Children under 12 $3.

Contact Bernie Frank, 814 784 3576; Email . Event ID:
12397

Chapter Officers
and Contacts
President----- Tom Russell
(215) 896-0623

Vice President

Rick Eggleston
(215) 348-2748

Secretary--- Harry Beard
(215) 348-8732

Treasure----- Otto Blavier
(215) 672-6598

Tech Rep--- Marty Cooke
(215) 822-2678

Web Master-- Jeff Langer
(215) 297-5938

Newsletter Editor

Ron Gray
(215) 348 2748

Jronl0@verizon.net

Jronl0@gmail.com







