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Flying Through History

Amelia Earhart Author Will Speak
at the Chapter 78 October Meeting.

“Finding Amelia: The True Story of the
Earhart Disappearance”

In the seventy years since the disappearance of
Amelia Earhart and her navigator Fred Noonan
during a flight over the Central Pacific, theirdat
has remained one of history’s most debated
mysteries. Dozens of books have offered a variety
of solutions to the puzzle, but they all draw oae th
same handful of documents and conflicting
eyewitness accounts.

Now a wealth of new information uncovered by
the International Group for Historic Aircraft
Recovery (TIGHAR) allows this book to offer the
first  fully documented
history of what happened.

AEE's Award Winning Saries

Biogr;

Amelia
Earhart

G.Eeen' of the Air

About the Author

Ric Gillespie is an internationally recognized
authority on the Earhart disappearance whpse
writings have appeared in the Naval Institute’s
Proceedings and Naval History and in LIFE
Magazine. He has led eight archeological

search expeditions to the Pacific.

Scrupulously accurate and thrilling to read, itstel
the story from the letters, logs, and telegrams th
recorded events as they unfolded. Many long
accepted facts are revealed as myths.

Author Ric Gillespie, TIGHAR’s executive
director, draws on the work of his organization’s
historians, archeologists, and scientists, wh
compiled and analyzed more than five thousand
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documents relating to the Earhart case. Their
research led to the hypothesis that Earhart and
Noonan died as castaways on a remote Pacific
atoll. But this book is not a polemic that arguess f

a particular theory. Rather, it presents all of the
authenticated historical dots and leaves it to the
reader to make the connections. In addition to
details about the Earhart’s career and final flight

the book examines her relationship with the U.S.

government and the massive search undertaken by

the U.S. Coast Guard and Navy.

For serious students of Earhart’s disappearance,

an accompanying DVD reproduces the documents,
reports, and technical studies cited in the text,
allowing instant review and verification of the
sources. Amazon.com

President’'s Corner

Greetings all-

Just a few quick notes this month since. I'm
preparing for a week-long business trip at the end
of the month- unfortunately coinciding with our
regular chapter meeting.

First, | received a check from EAA in the amount
of $1963.58 as our share of the B17 tour stop
revenues, which has been deposited into our
account. The bulk of the funds were derived by
the rides (at $400 a seat, not surprising) witbva f

extra dollars due to merchandise sales. Thanks

once again to those members who took the time to
volunteer during the event.

The True Story of the Earhart Disappearance
Ric’s talk promises to be very interesting and
hope you can attend. Other local pilot's
associations have been invited as well.
Lastly, the EAA noted that the FAA " released the
long-awaited final order that revises the amateu
built aircraft certification policy known as the 51
percent rule as well as Advisory Circular 20-27G
the guide for amateur builders on how to properl
certify every step of the building process.”
This is good news and points out the vital role
EAA (and its members!) play in keeping the
regulators of our activity in check. For detailgsse
http://www.eaa.org/news/2009/2009-10-
08_arc.asp

Tom

September 2009 Minutes

Seventeen members and a visitor were prese
Tom Russell, our President, opened the meetir
about 7:35 PM with a summary review of recen
emails and matters included in the newsletter.

Otto gave the Treasurer’s report. We had a tot
of $16,290 in the bank, and we had not ye
received our share of the recent B-17 revenues.

Tom stated that he was pleased with the rece
Chapter picnic at Van Sant Airport. He reflectec

that we could benefit by having an interesting
speaker or having an unusual aircraft or project

attract chapter member interest at our monthi

meetings. He suggested that we try again
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EAA National Bank October 2009

Pay to the order of _ EAA Chapter 78 $1963.58

One Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty Three Dollars s8{dehts

Tom Poberezny

invite author Ric Gillespie to address our
chapter. A new Light Sport Aircraft (a Jabiru)
can be made available, but he added that tt
shortened daylight of the winter months almos
dictate that we schedule such a viewing eithe
on a weekend date or during the longer sprin
and summer months.

Tom mentioned that the chapter is beholde
to Ronson Aviation for their support and

Rick Eggleston has taken the lead in securing
author Ric Gillespie to speak at the October 27
chapter meeting. Ric is executive director,
International Group for Historic Aircraft Recovery
and wrote a scholarly text titled “Finding Amelia:

cooperation in hosting the Tri-motored Ford
and the B-17 visits. He suggested that we consid
a $250 sponsorship in a forthcoming golf outing
that will benefit the Trenton Ronson organization.

Forthcoming events were addressed. Tom cite
three board seats that will expire at year-en
(Gray, Beard and Ullman), and he suggested th
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members begin to consider nominations for their

replacement or renewal. A board resolution

resulting from the recent board meeting states that

commercial ads related strictly to chapter or

aviation interests may be included in the Chapter

newsletter. He also asked if we are willing to

again support a B-17 visit next year (2010), and if

in the affirmative, should we attempt to gain

approval from the leaders in Philadelphia to use

the Northeast Philadelphia airport? The final
event to begin thinking about is a

Holiday party to close out the yea
There was significant support for &
return to the location of last year

event in Warminister.

The chapter recognized visito
David Willens. David came to the
Philadelphia area via ship, from the
Virgin Islands.

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM.
However, considerable discussi
followed including the heart-breakink 4
news that Charlie Danila disassemble
his beautiful aircraft and “got rid of

it!” Joe Schiavoni and Otto provided some comic
relief with stories of their “KR-2’s” in a shared

hangar. David Hudnut said that there are two air-

conditioners in his building, of chapter origin,dan
he would like to get rid of them. Andrew Hayter

round after 2 hours 45 minutes because of the
engine problem, airline director Jerry Seah said.

The plane landed safely back in France at 5.45 pn
(1545 GMT) and the passengers were sent to
hotels as the airline tried to lay on an alterrativ
flight for them.

Seah said he believed it was the first time thagla
had suffered such a problem since it had started
operating the Singapore-Paris route earlier this
year.

i
ik

The giant jet is designed to continue flying with
only three engines, but came back to Paris as a
safety precaution. The engines on the Singapore
A380s are built by Britain's Rolls Royce.

(Reuters)

-

recommended that traffic landing at Van Sant use
runway 7, if winds permit, as the preferred landing
runway. By 9 PM. just about everyone had drifted
into the darkness of the evening.

Harry Beard, Secretary

Engine Fails On Singapore

A380, Flight Turns Back

September 27, 2009

An Singapore Airlines Airbus A380 was forced to
turn round mid-flight and head back to Paris on

Sunday after one of its four engines failed, the
head of the airline's French operations said.

The double-decker A380 took off from Paris at
12.30 pm (1030 GMT) with 444 passengers aboard
and was headed for Singapore, but had to turn
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Sonnenberg

Bird Strike

Some days just don't go as planned and the crew
of this Germania Airlines Boeing 737 was having
one of those days on Wednesdale Daily Mail

says 200 starlings were ingested by the right
engine of the aircraft as it took off from
Dusseldorf bound to Kosovo. There were 80
people on board. Plane spotter Juergen Kienast
said the engine pitch immediately changed as the
crew continued the takeoff.

The Daily Mail said the aircraft circled for 45
minutes  before landing uneventfully. It
characterized the damage to the airplane as
“minor” although Germania might disagree when
it gets the bill for the engine. There were, of
course, no injuries among the 80 passengers and
crew on board.

Daily Mail
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Courchevel Airport

CVF is located in the French Alps. The
airport has a certain degree of infamy in the
aviation industry as home to one of the
shortest runways in the world, with a length
of 1750 feet and a gradient of 18.5% in
order to help slow landing aircraft. The
airport has a dangerous approach through
deep valleys which can only be performed
by specially certified pilots. On landing
there is no go-around procedure, as most of
the worlds airports have - there is merely a
very steep hill which has seen a few
accidents since the airport first opened. _
Larger propeller aircraft such as DeHaviland Dash-7
the Twin Otter and Dash 7

(carrying up to 50 people) have

been regular users of the airport

over the years, but have since been

phased out of use and smaller
Cessnasand helicopters are often

seen sitting on the tarmac
nowadays.

Wikipedia
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Vintage Aircraft

Republic RC-3 Seabee

The Seabee was introduced in 1946;
the last one was built in June of
1947. 1,060 were built. The 1946
price was $6,000. There are 200 to
300 Seabee’s registered and flying
today.

General characteristics
- Crew: 1 pilot, 3 passengers

Length: 27 ft 10.5in ()
Wingspan: 37 ft 8 in ()
Height: 10ft 1 in ()
Wing area: 196 ftz ()
Empty weight: 2,190 Ib ()
Loaded weight: 2,810 Ib ()
Max takeoff weight: 3,150 Ib ()
Powerplant: x 1 Franklin
(Aircooled Motors) 6A8-215-B8F
or 6A8-215-B9F 6 cylinder
horizontally opposed engine, 215 hp at 2,500 rpm ()
each

Performance

Maximum speed 148 mph
Range 520 miles ()

Service ceiling 12,000 ft ()

Rate of climb: 700 ft/min _ClaSSIerd

For sale

3/8 drive snap-on
torque wrench

Differential Pressure
Gage

ATS hand Swaging
Tool

12" Starrett precision
level

Heathkit thumb tach
Model GD-69

Call Jim Alago at
610-584193
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Top - “Lost” by Jack Fellows.

Above - C-36, Air Force version
of Lockheed 10.

Right - One of many publicity
shots taken to promote Earhart’'s
Around the world flight.
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Refueling on Java June 1937

Amelia Earhart
and Fred Noonan
conversing with
L. B. Howey of
Standard Vacuum
Oil Company and
M. B. Davis,
American Consul
General at the
Singapore
Airport, June 20,
1937




