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THE SPIRIT OF AVIATION

CHAPTERCHATTER

Chapter Number 78 Flying Through History

The May Chapter Meeting will be _
at Gordon White’s House Chapter 78 Bus Trip to the USS

Intrepid_Sunday May 31"
Gordon White is from the old school of amateur See Page 6

built airplanes. He is the polar opposite of the
popular kit building mania that dominates the : -
EAA world today. His project combines old parts, | h it
newly fabricated parts, craftsmanship and a lot of Ay T
imagination. In a nut shell Gordon is building a
one of a kind home built airplane.

“Hook Down and Homeward Bound” by Stan Stokes

Corsair on a famous left turn, close in base to
final, a technique that was utilized to
overcome the pilot’s poor landing visibility
over its long nose.

Gordy’s Aeronca K Circa 1950’s

This story begins with a 65A Continental that he
installed in his Aeronca K. At first the FAA
bought into his project and gave its blessing. But
as often is the case when dealing with the
government. It gives then takes. The FAA later
decided it was not sure what he did was legal.
After going back and forth for 7 years with the
government he gave up. So what to do with this
modified K that can’t fly? He decided to build his
own one of a kind airplane. He sold the wingd, tai
feathers, and landing gear to an Aronica collector

located in th inued on Page 2 Sunset -Sky Raider on Short Final for the
ocated in the Continued on Page USS Intrepid - Gulf of Tonkin, Viet Nam
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Midwest. So with only the fuselage and the 65A
engine left he set about designing an airplane.

Gordon first designed fiberglass wings for his new
airplane.
wings that he thought could work well with his
fuselage. These had two attractive qualitiesstFir
they were metal, something Gordon is very
familiar working with. Second the wings were a

proven design and the plans were readily available.

Gordon bought a set of wing plans for $200 from
Terry Miller. Terry built and designed the TM-5A

circa 1980. (Ed Note, Sorry have not been able to

find a photo) Terry was once the Chapter 78
Technical Counselor.

Gordon says he liked the fact that the ribs were
metal and all the same size. But the big downside
was they were not solid aluminum ribs with
lightning holes cut in them but each rib was
composed of 12 individual parts that has to be
individually fabricated then assembled. Needless
to say this took a long time.

The wings are now complete. The landing gear is
complete and made of fiberglass. The new taihiat
are designed and built. He has just finished ntakin
mold for the fiberglass nose bowl. He plans tatsta
laying up fiberglass on the mold next week. (ard

modestly states that the mating of his cantilevered
wings and Aeronca K fuselage are a very unique and

intricate design. Sounds like it will be a worttnite
visit for Chapter members to see this very intémgst
project. RG

Listing in AeroFile

TM Aircraft (W Terry Miller), Furlong PA.

TM-5, -5A 1980 = 2pClwM, 65hp
Continental A65; span: 25'0" length: 18'3"
load: 595# v: 128/110/52 range: 340.
[N1053Y].

TM-5B 1981 = 2pClwM; 100hp Continental;
load: 574# v: 151/120/52 range: 270.
Aerobatic home-built.

But then he saw a homebuilt that had

Headlines and Thoughts

Accident Investigator: “Icing had nothing to do
with this accident.”Maybe, Maybe Not

The last minutes of Colgan Flight 3407 are
graphically presented all over the internet vie
graphics supplied by a “new generation” digita
flight data recorder installed on the ill fated Be&
(the black box).

A few observations by this writer: First the
captain was having trouble maintaining airspeed &
the autopilot leveled off the aircraft at 2300 fee

MSL. Assuming 180K was the target airspeed the
actual speed went from 170K to 190K just before

gear extension. Indicative of Fatigue and/or Extr
Drag? Once the gear was extended the airspe
bled off very quickly. The ice accumulation on the
airplane was not at dangerous levels. But mayk
there was enough increase in parasitic drag tleat t
Bombardier Dash-8 decelerated much quicker the
the crew expected. Then the inexplicable, thet pilc

reacted to the stick shaker by pulling back on thtE

control column. Neither crew member appeared
have any idea what was happening to them.

The FAA has in recent years wanted flight
training to emphasize impending stall recognitior
rather then full stall recovery. So now therehis t
debate that maybe full stall recovery technique
should be also emphasized. Not sure it would ha
helped this crew. They flunked at both.

Then there was this teasing headlinen a Wall
Street Journal blog called The Middle Sea
Terminal.

“Did_Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger land the
airplane or did it land by itself?” This little gem
bounced around the internet from blog to new
organization and back to blogs for several day
this month.

Yes the Airbus flight computers will maintain a
safe minimum airspeed and pitch attitude n
matter what the pilots do with their control sticks

But the computers did not decide where to land the

airplane, or steer the airplane and finally it veas
human being who deftly executed the flawles
landing on the Hudson River. (The Airbus car
auto land but it needs valid electronic grounc
signals for lateral and vertical guidance, AKA an
ILS. With out these valid signals the auto land

v)

(2]

)




CHAPTERCHATTER, EAA Chapter 78

Famous US Airways A-320 Airbus Being
Trucked to a Warehouse in North Jersey

system can not be armed. This headline was
apparently precipitated by an article in the June
issue of Vanity Fair. The 10,000 word piece is
written by William Langewiesche. He goes into
great detail on various subjects that are related t
the accident; including Canadian Geese migration,
the A-320 and its high tech fly by wire system and
the life and career of Captain SullenbergeG

William Langewiewche is the son of Igor Langewiewgcthe
author of_Stick and RudderMr. Langewiewche is a pilo
who has written about many contemporary topicsuiticlg

aviation. His books and periodical pieces have vaim

awards and kudos. He recently wrote a long piecéainity

Fair concerning the collision between a corporate gnd
airliner over the Amazon in 2006. It was very thagh and
not too kind to the surviving pilots. Recommend yaheck
him out. You might not always like what he sayst his
facts and opinions are palways compelling

[

Rick E recently received this Email

Hello Richard

It has been a long time since we met

in Montana but sure hope all is well

on your end.....we now live here in

Florida and still fly the Jenny

nearly every day the wind
cooperates...have over 800 hours on
her and she still is fun to
fly....you being one of very few to
ever see her....... outside of the
photos | put on the Jenny site....I
thought | would let you know | am
considering selling her as | have an
interest in another flying machine
project but don't have the room
between both the Jenny and my Super
Cub....just wondering your thoughts
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on it.....I think it

is a fine looking

plane and the

workmanship is pretty

good

considering | tried to

keep a little of the

1917 distress look in

her

somewhat.....she runs

great and there are no

squawks outside of a

few cowling cracks

from vibration...still

run the 60 horse

Franklin and | flew

her to one flyin and

it took first place in
everything...I think

she would be a real

head turner at any flyin as she sure
draws a crowd every time | drag
herout....anyhow just thinking out
loud....open for you thoughts...

Regards....Tom LeRoy

Minutes of EAA Chapter 78
Meeting of April 28, 2009

The April EAA Chapter meeting at Wings Field
was called to order by Vice-President Rick Egglesto

Seventeen members, including new member, Nick

Morreal, were present.

A considerable discussion of the forthcoming bus
trip to the Intrepid
Museum in New
York City ensued.
Concerns expressed
included costs,
meeting '
arrangements, time
factors and other
things as might be

expected in
organizing such an
event.

Rick
mentioned the
possibility of
visiting other
locations of
interest, such as
Grimes Field,

Trenton Airport for a May 16event, and others. Dave
Hudnut stated that a facility at the Reading airpais a
number of very interesting aircraft including aerd®-
61 Black Widow fighter, a B-25, C-119, TBM, C-54
and perhaps others. It was suggested by someonhe tha
the chapter might consider planning a visit to the
forthcoming Reading Air Show with a side visit to
view these interesting aircraft.

Rick then suggested that anyone with builder’s
reports should share their experiences with the
membership. Leno reported that he is currentlyingak
molds for the canopy on his project. He obtained A
pizza oven to accommodate the large space neexed ft
heat and mold the plexiglass. He offered to btmg
future chapter meeting, an example of his molding
efforts.

Lancair IV P




CHAPTERCHATTER, EAA Chapter 78

Scott Turner briefed us on his efforts to move

forward with his Lancair dilemma. As you may be
aware, he has had problems with the engine
overheating and then stated that the engine wasr nev
satisfactorily tested for aircraft use, in his apin The
supplier is deceased and he can no longer geffigdali
support for his engine installation and he has been
developing serious doubts whether he would ever be
comfortable with it. Consequently, he decided ffero

the airplane for sale. His effort was answeredaby
person who may consider becoming a partner in
removing the reciprocating engine and replacimwgti

a turbine. Stay tuned. Scott has one fantastpiaae
and flying it behind a turboprop would evoke thenen

in most of us. He has already built in the addeal fu
capacity to satisfy the larger fuel consumption
consideration.

Bob McAuliffe sold his RV-8 project. His “buyersi

an airline pilot who discovered subsequent to an
agreement to buy Bob’s project, a medical probleat t
could possibly be a disqualifying medical condition
piloting the RV-8. Apparently, the buyer decided t
purchase the project (or at least part of it) jastsame.

Gordon White said that he had created a male
mold for wing-tip lights for his aircraft project.
Additional comments, not captured by this slow &iot
taker,” added to the builders and wanna-bees verbal
exchanges.

In retrospect, this meeting was basically what
EAA “homebuilders” is all about. It was an open
discussion of problems, ideas, information as asll
sharing the pleasures and frustrations we all amteou
in pursuit of building a flyable aircraft.

Harry Beard
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Intrepid Bus Trip

Chapter members,

The bus arrangements for the trip to the USS Iidrep Sunday
May 31 are set. Pickup is at the Northwest parkin@t the
Montgomeryville Mall, near the closed Boscovs aePd .
Departure is at 8:30AM sharp, so plan to arriveveen 8:00 and
8:15 at the latest.

Return to the mall is around 6:30PM, depending upaific.

If you want to reserve seats, please cortt either by phone (2:
672 6598) or via emadgblavier@verizon.nePlease leave a
message on my phone if | can't answer. I'll catktta acknowledge
receipt of your reservation. If you've already plaidseatshen you
don't need to call.

Bus tickets are $30/person

Admission price to the museumbased on the categories as follc
This is a discounted rate based on being parigobap:

Adult $16.50

Senior $13.00
Veterans $13.00
College Students (w/ valid ID) $13.00

Youth (6-17) $12.00

Scout $12.00

Child (2-5) $6.50

Child (0-2) complimentary
Active Military complimentary
Otto Blavier

1328 Caledonia Dr.
Warminster, PA 18974

Chapter Officers
and Contacts
President----- Tom Russell
(215) 896-0623
Vice President
Rick Eggleston
(215) 348-2748
Secretary--- Harry Beard
215 348-8732
Treasure----- Otto Blavier
215) 672-6598
Tech Rep--- Marty Cooke
(215) 822-2678
Web Master-- Jeff Langer
215) 297-5938
Newsletter Editor
Ron Gray
(215) 348 2748
Jronl0@verizon.net
Jronl0@gmail.com




CHAPTERCHATTER, EAA Chapter 78

USS Intrepid Under Kamikaze Attack During Water Color By Richard Moore
the Battle for Okinawa

Flight Design CTLW with Garmin 696 installed




