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Jim Boxmeyer  
-will be the headliner at the upcoming Tuesday 
meeting.  Jim was scheduled to give a 
demonstration at the February meeting. However 
the engaging Chapter history / reminiscing 
segment led by Dave Hudnut ran over time.  Jim’s 
talk will feature more of his experimenting and 
investigations into the properties of plastic and 
why they are so advantages to aircraft structures. 
   

---- 

Long Time Chapter Members  
-gave a very interesting presentation at the 
February meeting.  Dave Hudnut organized the 
presentation by having several of our “old timers” 
give an oral history of the Chapter from its 
beginnings in the mid 1950’s through the late 
1980’s  The participants were Jim Alago, Otto 
Blavier, Marty Cooke, Dale Shafer and.Gordon 
White.  ---- 
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Clockwise: Gordon White, Otto Blavier, 
Marty Cooke, Dave Hudnut, Jim Alago 
and Dale Shafer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



� ������� � ������	�������
��
������
3 

Safety Updates: AOPA Analysis 
 
 The Nall Report, an annual analysis of 
general aviation accident data by AOPA's 
Air Safety Foundation, found an increase 
in accidents involving amateur-built 
aircraft. The statistics from 2008 showed 
more fatal accidents and fatalities than any 
year in the past decade, the report says. 
"The 27 percent lethality rate in these 
accidents was 10 full percentage points 
higher than that for accidents in type-
certificated airplanes," according to the 
report. The foundation is working with 
EAA to address safety issues, said ASF 
President Bruce Landsberg. "Builders, 
pilots, and designers should have 
reasonable freedom to experiment, while 
members of the public are entitled to their 
expectation of safety," he said. --- 
 

 PENNDOT    Press release dated 3/22/2010 
 
Governor Rendell Announces $13.8 Million 
Investment in 32 Airports. 
    
Harrisburg – An investment of $13.8 million in 
federal and state funds will  
help 32 Pennsylvania airports make upgrades and 
enhance safety, Governor Edward  
G. Rendell announced today. 
   
 "Aviation is a $12 billion industry in 
Pennsylvania, and investments in our  
airports pay dividends in job creation and 
economic growth," Governor Rendell  
said. "Each dollar we invest helps the airports stay 
safe and improves their  
service and infrastructure. The funding also helps 
to sustain jobs, including  
those at the airport and businesses supplying the 
materials for the  
improvements." 
    
There are nearly 290,000 people employed in the 
aviation industry statewide,  
representing approximately 5 percent of the 
workforce. The state has 133  
 

 

 
public-use airports and heliports and 14 airports 
have scheduled commercial  
service.  
 
Of local interest: 
 
Bucks County 
• Doylestown Airport -- $292,500 to rehabilitate 
taxiways and aprons by sealing  
cracks and repairing pavement, and to remove 
obstructions from Runway 5-23's  
approaches and the surrounding pavement and 
airspace. 
 
Butler County 
• Butler County Airport -- $365,625 to update the 
airport's master plan and  
acquire snow-removal equipment. 
 
Chester County 
• Brandywine Airport -- $487,500 to rehabilitate 
Taxiway A.  
• Chester County/G.O. Carlson Airport -- 
$975,000 to construct an apron.  
• New Garden Flying Field -- $1.2 million to 
acquire an easement for Runway  
6-24's primary surface and to construct a parallel 
taxiway extension. 
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Luzerne County  
• Hazleton Municipal Airport -- $780,000 to 
rehabilitate airfield lighting.  
• Wilkes-Barre/Wyoming Valley Airport -- 
$295,015 for the construction, grading  
and drainage portion of parallel Taxiway B.  
 
Montgomery County  
• Pottstown Municipal Airport -- $195,000 for 
preliminary design to  
rehabilitate Runway 8-26 and to improve the runway 
safety area.  ---- 

Resurgence of the Dragon Lady 
 
Ecerpts from article by Max Whittaker for The New York Times 
Four years ago, the Pentagon was ready to start 

retiring the U-2, which took its first test flight in 

1955. But Congress blocked that, saying the plane 

was still useful. And so it is. Because of updates in 

the use of its powerful sensors, it has become the 

most sought-after spy craft in a very different war 

in Afghanistan.  

“It’s like after all the years it’s flown, the U-2 is in 

its prime again,” said Lt. Col. Jason M. Brown, 

who commands an intelligence squadron that plans 

the missions and analyzes much of the data. “It can 

do things that nothing else can do.” From 13 miles 

up its sensors can detect small disturbances in the 

dirt, providing a new way to find makeshift mines 

that kill many soldiers.  

It is outshining even the unmanned drones in 

gathering a rich array of intelligence used to fight 

the Taliban.  

 Built to find Soviet missiles, it became famous 

when Francis Gary Powers was shot down in one 

while streaking across the Soviet Union in 1960, 

and again when another U-2 took the photographs 

that set off the Cuban missile crisis in 1962. Newer 

versions of the plane have gathered intelligence in 

every war since then and still monitor countries 

like North Korea.  

In addition, the U-2’s altitude, once a defense                    

against antiaircraft missiles,  enables it to scoop up 

DailyAviator 
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signals from insurgent phone conversations that 

mountains would otherwise block.   

The plane, nicknamed the Dragon Lady, is 

difficult to fly, and missions are grueling and 

dangerous. The U-2s used in Afghanistan and Iraq 

commute each day from a base near the Persian 

Gulf, and the trip can last nine to 12 hours. Pilots 

eat meals squeezed through tubes and wear 

spacesuits because their blood would literally boil 

if they had to eject unprotected at such a high 

altitude.  

As a safety measure, U-2 pilots start breathing 

pure oxygen an hour before takeoff to reduce the 

nitrogen in their bodies and cut the risk of 

decompression sickness.   

U-2 pilots say they know their aircraft’s reprieve 

will last only so long.  And the U-2’s replacement 

sits right across the base — the Global Hawk, a 

remote-controlled drone that flies almost as high 

as the U-2 and typically stays aloft for 24 hours or 

more. The first few Global Hawks have been 

taking intelligence photos in Iraq and Afghanistan.  

But a larger model that could also intercept 

communications has been delayed, and the Air 

Force is studying how to add sensors that can 

detect roadside bombs to other planes. So officials 

say it will most likely be 2013 at the earliest before 

the U-2 is phased into retirement.   ----- 

February Minutes 

President Tom Russell brought the meeting to 
order at 1940 L EST 
 
Members signed in included: Tom, Otto, Gordon, 
Dave, Ron, Steve, Beth, Marty C, Jim A, Jim B, 
Al M, Joe, Don, Dale, Dennis, Harry B, Rick and 
Guy. 
Guests: Bob Martino and William Getty 

 
Chapter 78 History was the topic of discussion this 
evening and Dave Hudnut was the Master of 
Ceremonies.  Long time (low EAA member 
number) former and present Chapter Officers 
spoke eloquently of their remembrances.  Dave, 
Marty, Dale, Gordon, Jim and Otto each spoke for 
more or less 10 minutes each giving both a great 
overview and very interesting facts bits about the 
events and personalities of the past.  Gordon White 
(Curator) brought in the chapter scrap book which 
was a wonderful window to the past and in pristine 
condition.  I think that we all enjoyed that trip 
down memory lane. Thank all of you gentlemen 
for a very stimulating and informative evening. 
 
The Chapter History project was so well received 
that it ran longer than expected resulting in the 
postponement of Jim Boxmeyer’s lecture.  Sorry 
Jim but your talks are always so good we don’t 
want you to have to shorten them. 
 
Weather wise Beth suggested that the trip to the 
Brandywine Helicopter Museum be postponed.  
The motion was carried.  Good call. 
 
As always, please advise of any errors or 
omissions. 
Respectfully submitted, Guy N. Ullman Secretary 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS   
APRIL 13-18, 2010 - - - - - - - - - -- - - - LAKELAND, FL  

SUN-‘n-FUN FLY-IN - LAKELAND LINDER REGIONAL 
AIRPORT (LAL)— www.SUN-N-FUN.org  

 

APRIL 24 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - MASSEY. MD 

MASSEY AIR MUSEUM – CHILI FLY-IN - MASSEY 
AERODROME (MD1)  www.masseyaero.org  

MAY 7 -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - NEWARK, NJ 

2010 NEW JERSEY AVIATION CONFERENCE 
“NAVIGATING NEW JERSEY AIRSPACE” -NEWARK 
LIBERTY INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, BLDG. # 1 ---Mike 
Stoddard – 973/377-8955 - www.njaviation.com  

MAY 9 - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  WOODBINE, NJ 

EAA CHAPTER 287 PANCAKE BREAKFAST FLY-IN 
WOODBINE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT (1N4) – 8:00 TO 11:00 
AM --PRESIDENT JIM ROMANO – Jimromano@eaa287.org  
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MAY 15 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  TOUGHKENAMON,  PA 

EAA CHAPTER 240 RV FLY-IN AND PANCAKE 
BREAKFASTNEW GARDEN FLYING FIELD (N57) 
www.eaa240.org  

MAY 22, 2010  - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - CAMBRIDG E, MD 

ANNUAL POTOMAC ANTIQUE AERO SQUADRON 
CHAPTER  HORN POINT AERODROME – 410/310-0159 
www.arthur kunder@comcast.net  
  
 MAY 22-23, 2010 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - SUFFOLK, VA  

VIRGINAI REGIONAL FESTIVAL of FLIGHT SUFFOLK 
EXECTUIVE REGIONAL AIRPORT (SFQ) 
www.VirginaFlyin.org  

JUNE 4 - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CROSS KEYS, NJ 

4:00 PM – SET UP FOR THE BREAKFAST AT THE BOB 
McGUIGAN HANGAR - ALL MEMBERS ARE  EXPECTED 
TO HELP - THAN ENJOY A DAN MARCHETTI FAMOUS 
STEAK SANDWICH DINNER - DRY CAMPING AVAILABLE -
PRESIDENT HERMAN JUNKERMAN – 856/881-3459 
www.hermanlj13@verizon.net  

JUNE 5-6 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -CROSS KEYS, NJ 

EAA CHAPTER 216 DOUG MacLEOD MEMORIAL 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST - 2 DAYS RAIN OR SHINE - 
CROSS KEYS AIRPORT (17N) - PRESIDENT HERMAN 
JUNKERMAN – 856/881-3459 
www.hermanlj13@verizon.net  

JUNE 12-13 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - TOUGHKENAMON, 
PAEAA CHAPTER 240 PANCAKE BREAKFAST - NEW 
GARDEN FLYING FIELD (N57)- -www.eaa240.org  

JUNE 12-13 - -  - - - - - - - - - - TOUGHKENAMON, P A 

NEW GARDEN FLYING FIELD AIRSHOW “FESTVIAL  OF 
FLIGHT”  NEW GARDEN FLYING FIELD (N57) 
www.eaa240.org  

JUNE 13 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  WOODBINE, NJ 

EAA CHAPTER 287 PANCAKE BREAKFAST FLY-IN 
WOODBINE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT (1N4) – 8:00 to 11:00 
AM PRESIDENT JIM ROMANO – Jimromano@eaa287.org  

JUNE 16-19, 2010 - - - - - - - - - - - LOCK HAVEN, PA 

25TH SILVER ANNIVERSARY – SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY 
CUB HAVEN FLY-IN – WILLIAM T. PIPER MEMORIAL 
AIRPORT  

JUNE 18-20 - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - -  WELLSVIL LE, PA 

FOOT LIGHT RANCH ANNUAL FUN FLY-IN – @ 
SHEREPORT NORTH AIRPORT -www.footlightranch.com  - 
717/432-4441   

JUNE 26 - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - PITTSVILLE, MD 

AIRPLANES & AIRSTREAM FLY-IN/RALLY COVERED 
DISH LUNCH & AIRSTREAM RALLY WHITE FIELD (6MD8) 

38-26-32N, 75-24-11W - ART KUDNER – 410/310-0159 
www.arthur_kudner@comcast.net  

JULY 23 – 25 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - BROH EAD, WI 

EAA CHAPTER 431 – HATZ/PIETENPOL FLY-IN 
BRODHEAD AIRPORT (C37)  www.eaa431.org  
  

JULY 26-AUGUST 1, 2010- - - - - - - - OSHKOSH, WI  

EAA AIRVENTURE WITTMAN REGIONAL AIRPORT (OSH) 
MAKE PLANS EARLY – www.AirVenture.org  

This information is not guaranteed. 

It’s wise to confirm dates as some events cancel without 
notice. 

Please send event data or updates to Bob Cooper – 856/694-
4221 

EAA CHAPTER 216 – PL4COOP@JUNO.COM 

Updated – 02/27/2010��
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Chapter Officers  
  and Contacts 
President  
 Tom Russell 
           (215) 896-0623 
Vice President    
 Rick Eggleston 
 (215) 348-2748 
Secretary     
Guy  Ullman 
Treasure      
 Otto Blavier 
 215) 672-6598 
Tech Rep     
 Marty Cooke 
 (215) 822-2678 
Web Master    
 Jeff Langer 
 215) 297-5938 
Newsletter Editor 
 Ron Gray 
 (215) 348 2748 
             Jron10@verizon.net 
 Jron10@gmail.com 


