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_ _ May Chapter Meeting at Gordon
Chapter Trip to the Intrepid White's

On Sunday, May 31, a small group of chapter 26 Mmay 2009 EAA Chapter 78 Minutes

members (some with family) and a good many  The May chapter meeting was hosted by Gordon
guests from other organizations boarded a Hagey \yhite in his garage (workshop) on Tanner Road ih

Intrepid’s dock on the West Side of Manhattan in  \yarmed the working environment in advance of

about 2 hours, a really quick trip. the meeting via a woodstove located in the corne
of his workshop. He thoughtfully had ample
cookies and drinks as well. (Are we

spoiled, or what?)

The purpose of the meeting was to preser;
a work-in-progress to exhibit a member’'s

possibly help other chapter members in thei

own projects, as well as encourage an

) [a - ";;"'"- o~ motivate us. Gordon refers to his project a:
g PID :

“Mockingbird,” a title not known to be
assigned to any other’s project. The basi
part of the project was once part of an
Aeronca “K.” He needed new wings and 3
tail group as he had sold the originals year
ago. After weighing several options, he

called on the help and assistance of a forme

Dave Hudnut More PhotosPage 7 to design him new components.

Correction: May -NL- The famous author of

The great carrier is nosed into the shoreline just | stick and Ruddeis Wolfgang Langewiesche.
north of the Lincoln Tunnel at pier 86, 2&treet

and 13" Avenue. Right alongside on the pier Gordon is very imaginative, resourceful, and in
stands one of the now-retired Concorde supersonic my opinion, clever. He values simple, practica
jet airliners, and next to that, in another betlie and inexpensive solutions whenever possible. It
nuclear weapons-bearing sGibowler. obvious that he has put much thought into thi

After registration, the group split up into twosdan project. For example, | searched for an appenda
threes as people decided what to do first: tour the or device to secure the aircraft on the ground —
sub, check out the Concorde, or go straight inko th  “tie-down” ring, perhaps. Having found none, |
carrier. Jim Alago and | and a few others opted fo asked Gordon how he could secure the aircraft.

the sub first, a tour not for the claustrophobic.

) Continued on Page 3
Continued on Page 2 g

approach and methods, practices, etc. tf

decided to build his own replacements. He

chapter member (an aeronautical engineef
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Intrepid Continued;
Like the sub parked at the dock in Philly, Growler
presents the challenge of fitting through a hatich o

certain dimensions (there’s a test specimen on the

dock), and movement inside is certainly restricted,

with narrow passages and pipes, gauges, pumps,

controls, etc. everywhere. This diesel-electrib su
had a brief working life (1958-1964) during the

Photos Above and Below Provided by Mark John

hairy days of mutual nuclear standoff with the
Soviets. She lurked off the Siberian coast not far
from Alaska with her two Regulus missiles housed
in huge horizontal pods on deck and waited.
Fortunately, her services were not needed (or we
wouldn’t be chatting about trips to

NYC), and she was succeeded by the
nuclear-powered subs carrying

(internally) the Polaris and later, the

Trident missiles. The cruises lasted

about 90 days, and conditions were

not great: provisions were stored in the

shower stalls (as well as below decks),

and water was scarce, so showers were

taken rarely, or not at all If
everybody smells, it's not so bad . . . .
Out of there, we went through the longy,

and has the interior feel of a short-ha
regional airliner. From outside it's a
beautiful machine. | remember being

surprised years ago at a picnic to see one fly
overhead, and | was at Oshkosh one of the years a

Concorde went there (grown men fell to their
knees on first sighting it on approach). And | saw

one in 2002, near the end of its working life, on a
taxiway at Charles De Gaulle airport outside Paris
as my daughter Carolyn and | were leaving thge
airport on a bus. (I was lucky enough to have seen
a de Havilland Comet at the airport in Tokyo in
1953, before all the coming-apart and crashinfy
began.)
Then we went up into the carrier and made our
way to the cavernous (everyone uses this word)
hangar deck, which serves as a sort of organizirg
street for theaters and displays, including several
aircraft: a TBM-3E Grumman Avenger (built by
General Motors before it went bankrupt . . .), af
FJ-3 Fury (Navy version of the F-86), and an A-4E
Skyhawk like the one Sen. McCain flew from
Intrepid. In the carrier's working life, this was
where some of the planes were stored and where
maintenance would have been done. There's|a
theater for films on the ship’s history and a spacg
next to the TBM where a very realistic multi-
media presentation of a Kamikaze attack is put on,
complete with artificial smoke. At Okinawa (I
think) the ship took a Kamikaze strike, with a huge
fire, right at that spot, with the loss of 69 lives
The large mess and sleeping quarters are a level
down, and all the guiding of the ship was done¢
from the Captain’s and Fleet Admiral’s bridges or
the island, which grows out of the starboard siide ¢
the ship.
Intrepid is some 900 feet long, but looks awfully

17

small when you think about landing on it in al
heavy, fast airplane or being shot off the canted
bow in something like 255 feet. She had all\
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illustrious career during the Second World War
(Marshall Islands, Leyte Gulf, Okinawa) and
then came back in 1954 refitted for jets. The
vessel did capsule pickups for the Mercury 7
and Gemini 3 space missions and then served
during the War in Vietnam.

On the flight deck, there’s a series of U.S. jet
fighters and fighter-bombers parked along the
starboard side forward of the island, with a
huge, dull black Lockheed A-12 (SR-71 family)
Blackbird, an awesome snake of an airplane
taking up the port side. Neither this nor the F-
16 parked nearby is a carrier airplane, but most
of the other American planes on deck are,
including an A-6F Intruder, the type flown in
Vietnam by our former member Alan Smith, a
Vought F-8K Crusader (a type which used to fly
from Willow Grove), an F-4N Phantom, an F-11
flown by the Blue Angels, and others.

Running down the port side is a string of foreign
jet fighters: Mig 15, 17, and 21, an Israeli Kfir
(“Lion Cub”), and, among others, a lovely
Dassault Etendard IV-M (France), a high-
performance, carrier-based strike jet, forerunrier o
the more famous Mirage series. The Sea-Air
Museum website details all these airplanes and
tells the story of the ship.

All in all, it was a pretty good airplane fix, ard
ship-fix as well. A little tired, but happy, we vee
whisked home, again in two hours in spite of
holiday traffic.

Dave Hudnut

Gordy’s Garage

Minutes Continued

about two-thirds of the span from the fuselage a
pointed to a spot under the wing wherein he coul
attach his tie-down rope. He explained that by
“fairing” in the hole, he can reduce the drag -
perhaps minimally — “but every little bit helps,& h
said.

He removed a small fairing near the front sp%

Gordon has years of experience as a sheet metal
worker for Boeing. He had previously made many
modifications to the Aeronca K including the
installation of a bigger engine (although not &

behemoth) and converting the “wheel
control” to a joy stick. However, the new
wing and tail group and the absence of wing
struts makes it all but impossible to identify
his mockingbird as an outgrowth of the
original Aeronca K.

Tom Russell concluded the meeting by
making several announcements, chiefly
related to the (then) forthcoming bus trip to
New York.

Harry Beard, Secretary
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Piper Fly In

Past Chapter 78 president Elaine Huf takes
part in Piper event.

Following is the TV Station Transcript and
web address of TVvideo .
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http://www.wnep.com/wnep-clinton-journey-
piper,0,1390109.story

Photo by Bill Shull

Experienced Welders Wanted
New York Time Article

NYT June 23, 2009 Just as the recession began,
Chris McGrary, a manager at the Cianbrg
Corporation, set out to hire 80 “experienced
welders. Only now, 18 months later, is he
completing the roster.With the unemployment rat
soaring, there have been plenty of applicants. B
the welding test stumped many of them. Mr
McGrary found that only those with 10 years of
experience — and not all of them — could
produce a perfect weld: one without flaws, even i
an X-ray. Flawless welds are needed for the ojl
refinery sections that Cianbro is building in
Brewer, Me.“If you don’t hire in a day or two, the
ones that can do that,” Mr. McGrary said, “they
are out the door and working for another
company.”Six million jobs have disappeared
across the country since Mr. McGrary began hi
quest. The unemployment rate has riseh
precipitously to 9.4 percent, the highest level ir
nearly 30 years, and most of the jobs that do come
open are quickly filled from the legions of seekers
But unnoticed in the government’s standarc
employment data, employers are begging fo
qgualified applicants for certain occupations, eve
in hard times. Most of the jobs involve skills that
take years to attain.

See a 360 degree panorama of the A-380
Airbus Cockpit.
http://www.qillesvidal.com/blogpano/cockpit
1.htm Guy Uliman says “Check it out.”
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Newsletter Follow Up

UAV (Unmanned Aerial Vehicle)

Several local authortiies

have not been able to

follow through with their

plans to fly UAV’s for

surveillance missions.

The FAA is concerned

about the possibility of

collisions between the

UAV and local aircraft

operations. The UAV

proponents have not

really been able to

address the “See and

Avoid” concept that

governs the majority of

civilian aircraft

operations in this country. The FAA has let the
UAV'’s fly some forest fire missions. The FAA
has been quoted in saying that they would also
authorize “emergency” missions.

Advanced Composite Cargo Aircraft
makes first flight

Air Force News— By Air Force News Agencyn June 4,
2009 at 4:28 am

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE,
Ohio: Members of the Air Force Research
Laboratory and Lockheed Martin's famed 'Skunk
Works' launched a new era of aircraft
manufacturing technology and performance with
the successful initial demonstration flight of the
Advanced Composite Cargo Aircraft June 2 at Air
Force Plant 42 in Palmdale, Calif. The materials
and processes used for the fuselage reduced the
number of parts by an order of magnitude relative
to the original metallic design (approximately 300
versus 3,000) and drastically reduced the number
of mechanical fasteners (about 4,000 vs. 30,000),
program officials said. The ACCA's large
composite sections are essentially formed, cured
and bonded together in room-sized ovens, instead
of using expensive autoclaves, which use a
combination of heat and high pressure. Out-of-
autoclave curing of large, unitized and co-bonded
structures minimizes part count.

The "ripple effect" of this approach contributes to
costs reduction across every aspect of airframe
production, Mr. Shenk explained. Tooling, raw
materials, fabrication man-hours, quality control
and floor space utilization efficiencies are reatiz
Together, they combine to greatly reduce cost,

design and manufacturing complexity"This has the

potential to change aircraft manufacturing as we
presently know it, for the better,” Mr. Shenk said.
"Today's successful flight is the culmination of
years of teamwork between government and
industry labs involving hundreds of dedicated
researchers across the country to fundamentally
change the way we make airframes.”" The basic
aircraft design is derived from Dornier 328

Boeing and Airbus are having Composite
Problems

Boeing has once again had to delay its maiden
flight of the B-787. They now have wing attach
problems. Whether this is a direct or indirect
problem concerning composites is unknown.

Airbus is having public relation problems with
the recent A-330 accident over the South Atlantic.
The Blogs are abuzz with commentators blaming
the composite components as the cause of the
apparent in-flight breakup.

The one known weakness of composites is the
difficulty in detecting anomalies in its structural
integrity. RG

The All Plastic Airplane

14
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Chapter Officers
and Contacts
President----- Tom Russell
(215) 896-0623

Vice President

Rick Eggleston
(215) 348-2748

Secretary--- Harry Beard
215 348-8732

Treasure----- Otto Blavier
215) 672-6598

Tech Rep--- Marty Cooke
(215) 822-2678

Web Master-- Jeff Langer
215) 297-5938

Newsletter Editor

Ron Gray
(215) 348 2748

Jron10@verizon.net

Jronl0@gmail.com
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USS Growler Dave Hudnut

Intact Galley from Air France Flight 447

Right, Tail View of the Concord.

Dave Hudnut

Intrepid Super Structure

Mark John




