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CHAPTERCHATTER

Chapter Number 78 Flying Through History

EAA June Meeting at DYL

At the last Chapter meeting held at the
Doylestown Airport thanks to Dave

Meltzer, we viewed three great

projects with a surprise forth for those
who stayed after dark.

First we examined Marty Sailor's RV-
6. He told us about his 180 hp engine
with the electronic ignition which
gives it another 15 hp by his opinion!
He showed us his center canopy
release that is better then the plans
design. He is loving it and wanted to
mention that he has a Cherokee for
sale.

Next we looked over Dale Shafer's RV-7. Again Joe and Otto’s KR 2 Elevator
his is also a beautifully done experimental. He o , _ |
told of his recent flight across the whole continen ~ We next visited Otto’s hangar to see his KR-2
in his new machine. He showed us on a map of elevator! He will be sharing his hangar with Joe
the country how he traversed the mountains and Schiavoni's KR-2. A pretty cleaver system of

stopped at the RV plant in Washington state. pulleys and ropes will allow two KR’s to exist in
. 1 the same amount of space!
" \‘ I

Next we toured Steve Kozial's
RV-9A project that he has been
‘/« working on for eight years. It is
coming along very well.

We then retired to the airport
lounge to discuss other business
Otto gave a quick Treasurer’s
Report. Tom Russell talked
about the upcoming B-17 visit
and a possible chapter picnic.

Towards the end of the meeting
* S Glen Murray just happened to
Marty Saylor's RV-6 mention that he had just completed his final




CHAPTERCHATTER, EAA Chapter 78

2

Right: Glenn Murray’s RV-9A

Continued from page 1

Inspection and sign-off of his RV-
9A and would we be interested in
seeing it! Dah....well yes we
certainly would! But it's getting
dark and maybe we should do it
some other time? No! We can
take our cars over to his hangar
and turn the headlights on it!
That's what we did and his project
is also amazing! He has a
complete fire wall forward
(Zigenfelder) Subaru 195 horse
power engine. It fit like a glove
and looked very professional. His
project is blue and yellow with the

blue almost purple. It looks great! He did the
paint job himself and used water based nor
toxic paint. For those who left early...you
missed it! | didn’t remember that Glen was
even building a project. What a treat!

Rick Eggleston Vice President

Left: Steve Kozial's RV-9A
Left below: Dale Shafer's RV Panel

Photos Provided by Tom Russell
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President's Corner
Greetings all-

It's hard to believe that it's been 40 yearscsin
July 20, 1969, the day Man first set foot on the
Moon. In those days there was no such thing as
VCRs (today an obsolete technology!) so as an 11
year old it was all | could do to keep awake until
11:00 PM to see it happen. Growing up in the
sixties on Long Island, most kids (well, the boys
anyway) were enamored with two subjects:

Mickey Mantle and Space — or both. Many parents
worked for Grumman (I believe the largest
employer on the Island at that time), which was
building the Lunar Module, so we all felt a close
connection to the space program. In fact, my best

buddy’s dad was an engineer for Grumman, and he

would bring home actual plans and manuals for the
LM. Very cool! We’'d do our own mission run-
throughs in cardboard box simulators.

Way before my time, another stunning
achievement of flight occurred 100 years ago July
25. Frenchman Louis Bleriot became the first to
fly the English Channel, in a homebuilt airplane of
his own design. In addition, he was a self-trained
pilot. Flying at that time was no less daring and
unforgiving than the moon flights that would occur
a half-century later, and was in fact more self-
reliant; there were no teams of engineers and
computers to figure things out. But he set theestag

for the advancement of aircraft as actual traveling
machines. When, on occasion, | fly across thg
Long Island Sound - a similar distance over open
water- | think of Bleriot's achievement and the low
risk | face thanks to modern reliable engines and
robust airframes. However, in truth | still listen

little more closely to the sound of the Lycoming...
The June meeting was held at Doylestown, with
arrangements by Dave Metzler. We saw some
great examples of RV’'s and my thanks go to Dave

NASA Artist’'s Conception of Lander Altair
as well as Marty Sailer, Glenn Murray, and Dale
Shaffer for taking the time to show the member
their aircraft. Otto also demonstrated the “bi-
plane” arrangement for the hangar he’s sharing
with Joe Schiavoni.

As a reminder, we will again host the “Aluminum
Overcast” tour stop at Trenton Aug 21-23. Please
plan on volunteering to help out for some part of
this period. This event is our major fund raiser
Rick will have a sign-up sheet at the upcoming
meeting.
Also, the Chapter will hold a picnic on Saturday
Sept 12 at Van Sant Airport. Rain date
is Sunday Sept 13. Families are welcome, so mark
the date in your calendar.

This month’s meeting will be held at Wings at
7:30. -Tom-

v
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(L-R) German Ace Franz Stigler, artist Ernie
Boyett, and B-17 pilot Charlie Brown.

“Luftwaffe Fighter Pilot Escorts B-
17 to Safety”

Chapter member Guy Uliman recommended this
story for the newsletter. It is a great story.
Unfortunately many of the articles around the
internet written about it are exaggeraté&le to
copyright restrictions and time constraints thédac
will be left for you to decide. The two links batlo
(one short and one long) seem to give a fairly
accurate account of the story
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In Gibraltar Airplanes Have the Right of Way

Gibraltar Airport (GIB, ICAO: LXGB) is the
civilian airport that serves the British Overseas
Territory of Gibraltar on the Iberian Peninsula. It
is owned by the Ministry of Defense for use by the
Royal Air Force as RAF Gibraltar. Civilian
operators use the airport; currently the only
scheduled flights operate to the United Kingdom

and Spain. Passengers depart and arrive through bay. Itis still run by the RAF but it used by seale

the civilian operated terminal.

Gibraltar Airport has the distinction of being the
closest airport to the city that it serves, beingyo
500 meters from Gibraltar's city centre. In 2004
the airport handled 314,375 passengers.

During World War IlI, Gibraltar's value as a base
was greatly increased by the construction of the

airfield. Originally it was just an emergency
landing base for the Navy, built in 1939 on the olc
race course at North Front. In order to handl
larger aircraft, the runway was extended to 6,00
feet onto reclaimed ground, extending out into th

1972 @ B

airlines serving Gibraltar.

Winston Churchill Avenue (the main road heading
towards the land border with Spain) intersects the
airport runway. The road is consequently closef
every time a plane is landing or departing.
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Calendar
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Chapter Officers
and Contacts
President----- Tom Russell
(215) 896-0623

Vice President

Rick Eggleston
(215) 348-2748

Secretary--- Harry Beard
215 348-8732

Treasure----- Otto Blavier
215) 672-6598

Tech Rep--- Marty Cooke
(215) 822-2678

Web Master-- Jeff Langer
215) 297-5938

Newsletter Editor

Ron Gray
(215) 348 2748

Jronl0@verizon.net

Jron10@gmail.com










