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Sailing into the Wild Blue 
Yonder  

Marty Sailor’s RV-6 made its maiden flight 
October 13, 2008.  Marty started construction of 
his RV-6A in January 1997. The Quick Build Kit’s 
engine came from a wrecked RV-6.  He 
discovered during tear down that the crankshaft 
and one cylinder had to be replaced.  He designed 
and constructed low fuel warning lights and GPS 
warnings lights using LED’s.  The RST audio 
panel and Marker Beacon were kits that 
he constructed and aligned.  Marty’s plane 
received its DAR inspection certificate in 
September of 2008.  His Phase I fly off time is 25 
hours.  He presently has 11 hours of logged flying 
time.  Marty says, “Total construction time was 
3100 fun filled hours.” 

Marty’s avionic/ electronic package includes the 
Apollo GX-60 GPS/Comm,  KX-155 Nav/Comm 
with GS, KN-64 DME, Narco AT-150, RST Audio 
Panel and Marker Bcn. Navaid Autopilot, Grand 
Rapids Engine Monitor, and Electroair Electronic 
Ignition.   �  

Chapter Visits Local Restoration 
Facility  
 Our EAA Chapter 78 members were invited to 
visit Mr. John Desmond’s restoration facility in 
Chalfont on Saturday, the 17th of January.  
Approximately twenty people, chapter members 
and guests, seized the opportunity to attend.  An 
accurate count of those present wasn’t 
accomplished because the group wasn’t assembled 
until arriving at the site, and then once inside, the 
office arrangement made counting the exact 
number of visitors present, a difficult task. 
 Our group arrived before Mr. Desmond.  Mr. 
Stranburg, Mr. Desmond’s assistant, welcomed us 
to the shop.  He explained that he worked for Mr. 
Desmond in another capacity and was not very 
familiar with the aircraft, so he suggested that we 
begin by looking over some of the antique 
automobiles that had been restored to like new 
condition.  A beautiful (1914?) Packard sat 
proudly among the vehicles to the left of the shop, 
as we entered.  Other vehicles present included a 
pretty black vehicle of unknown manufacture (to  
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this writer) and a World 
War Two jeep painted 
in Navy colors.  (Mr. 
Desmond served in the 
US Navy during WW 
II.) 
 Mr. Desmond 
arrived minutes later 
and extended a 
welcome to all.  He 
identified various 
aircraft in the shop and 
fielded the many 
questions that followed.  
The Travelair 6000 that 
had been in the center 
of the shop during a 
previous visit had been 
disassembled  and the  

John Desmond        major components were  stored 
along the shop walls.  He explained that this was 
necessary because he lacked a hangar to store it as 
a fully assembled and flyable aircraft.  
A low-wing cabin monoplane with a 
five cylinder radial engine now sat in 
the prime location in the shop.  Had I 
not been in the shop some week or two 
before, I would not have known that 
this airplane was a Kinner Playboy, an 
aircraft that I had never heard, nor 
read about.  I was somewhat familiar 
with a Kinner engine since it was the 
power-plant on a PT-22 that I once 
owned in a partnership arrangement.   
I was completely unaware that Kinner 
ever built an aircraft.  Mr. Desmond 
said that there were only about eight of these 
airplanes ever built because they didn’t perform 
very well – they were relatively large for the small 
five cylinder engine of some 165 HP.  He added 
that most of the airplanes that were manufactured 
were owned by the CAA, the forerunner of the 
FAA. 
 The shop had many WACO’s and parts of  
WACOs.  Mr. Desmond knew each aircraft and 
easily defined each by letter designation and the 
associated engine that would match up with each 
particular aircraft. It would be hard to imagine that 
any person alive today who would be as expert an 

authority on these old aircraft as is Mr. Desmond.  
Within his collection, he has accumulated aircraft 
and aircraft parts of  Pitcairns, a Lockeed Vega of 
Wiley Post fame, a Stagger-Wing Beechcraft,* a 
Cub*, Stearman, a Super Cub*, and many others 
that escape my recall. 
 There is a real treasure in Chalfont.  The 
contents – the aircraft and the associated 
equipment parts within the Desmond facility are 
most impressive.  Equally impressive, if not more 
so, is the shop itself, equipped with machines that 
EAA members can only dream of having available 
for their use.  Then there is the group of skilled 
workers – volunteers all – doing what they enjoy 
doing, and doing it well at their own pace.  But the 
greatest treasure of all – Mr. Desmond himself!!  
This man has a wealth of knowledge, dedication 
and love of aviation that he generously shares with 
others, and he apparently has dreams of providing 
these treasures for future generations to enjoy.  �  
Harry Beard, 
*  Not located in the Chalfont shop, but stored elsewhere. 

Completed Travelair and Steerman Fuselages  
President’s Corner  
Happy New Year! I trust everyone had an 
enjoyable holiday and are looking forward to 
longer days and warmer weather. I’m more than 
ready on both counts.  
 
The Board will be meeting shortly to discuss 
progress by some of the members studying the 
proposed scholarship, and finalize event plans for 
the coming year. Two things I’d like to have 
people think about is bringing new members into 



CHAPTER CHATTER,  EAA Chapter 78 

 

3 

3 

the chapter and fund-raising opportunities beyond 
the B17 tour stop.  
 
I’m sure you were all impressed by the flying 
skills of US Airways Capt. Chesley Sullenberger 
and his crew in the Flight 1459 incident in New 
York. We should all be thankful that there are 
people such as this in aviation (perhaps you know 
some personally!), and can only hope that if we are 
ever tested we’ll have the cool head and steady 
hand exemplified by Capt. “Sully.” 
 
Don’t forget that 2009 Chapter dues are payable 
now. Please see Otto at the next meeting on Jan 
27.   �       Tom    

December Minutes  
The December 30 meeting at Wings field was a 
very informal affair.   There were only 13 
members present.  President Tom Russell stated 
that there was not the necessary number of 
members present to conduct official business.  The 
appointment of Board members will now take 
place at the January meeting.  If you are interested 
in becoming a board member please contact Tom 
Russell. (email at  russelltc@yahoo.com.) The rest 
of the evening was enjoyed by all present members 
engaging in conversations of true stories, tall tales 
and holiday cookies.�  
Harry Beard      Secretary 

Airliner Dead Stick Landings on 
Land and Sea  

Some Notable Examples: 
Fuel starvation has been the most common cause 
of airliner dead stick landings.  The end results 
have been mixed: some disasters and some true 
miracles with some amazing piloting skills thrown 
in. 

One example of a non fuel starvation attempted 
dead stick landing happened in April of 1977.  A  
Southern Airways DC-9 was on a flight from 
Huntsville, AL to Atlanta, GA.  It flew through a 
severe thunderstorm and was hit by large 
hailstones. Both engines of the DC-9-31 failed and 

the aircraft made a dead stick landing on a 
highway in New Hope, GA.  It rolled three 
hundred feet and then plowed into a gas station 
and exploded, killing sixty two passengers and 
crew and eight people on the ground. There were 
twenty eight survivors. 

Fuel exhaustion brought down a UAL DC-8 six 
miles short of the Portland, Oregon Airport on 
December 28th 1978.  The three man crew got so 
involved with a landing gear indication problem 
that they forgot to monitor and manage their fuel.  
Amazingly the fatalities were less then fifteen 
people out of two hundred souls on board, and it 
was dark, 6:15PM in December.  This crash and 
some others around the same time forever changed 
flight crew dynamics.  A new crew concept  
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Air Canada 767 Straddling Track Guard Rail 

philosophy and its indoctrination and training 
would become mandatory for all US airline flight 
crews. The term CRM (Cockpit Resource 
Management) has filtered all the way down to us 
little guys.   

Not all incidents of “loss of all engines” have 
ended tragically.  In July 1993 an Air Canada B-
767 ran out of fuel at FL 410 over Winnipeg 
Canada (an inop fuel gauge and a pre-flight mix-
up between imperial gallons and metric liters was 
the cause). The crew managed to successfully land 
on what was once  a runway turned into a drag 
strip.  The gravity deployed nose wheel did not 
lock and consequently collapsed on landing.  
There were only some minor injuries, and they 
occurred on passenger egress because the tail was 
too high for the rear slides to work properly.  The 
airplane was patched up and flew for another 
twenty five years with Air Canada.  The pilots had 
their licenses suspended for a while.  They were, at 
the same time, treated as heroes.  They received 
Canada’s highest civil aviation award.  An 
interesting side note for us little airplane drivers:  
the captain found himself too high on short final.  
He performed a forward slip in order to lose 
enough altitude for the landing. 

Another miracle incident occurred over the 
Atlantic Ocean about sixty miles north of the 
Azores in August 2001.  A massive fuel leak and 
apparent crew mismanagement of the problem 
caused a double flame out and empty fuel tanks at 
flight level 310.  Nineteen minutes later, with the 
help of Santa Maria ATC, the crew glided the 
Airbus A-330 to a successful landing at Lajes Air 
Force Base in the Portuguese Azores.  The crew 
arrived over the airport high.  They performed at 

least one 360 to lose altitude.  Touchdown was one 
thousand feet down the runway (perfect) at 200 
knots.  They used a total of seventy five hundred 
feet of a ten thousand foot runway utilizing limited 
hydraulic pressure stored in a hydraulic 
accumulator.  The limited accumulator pressure 
provides equal pressure to both mains and is 
operated by the parking brake handle.  Anti-Skid 
was not available.  Consequently, most of the tires 
were blown. Three hundred plus passengers were 
on board.  Again only minor injuries occurred on 
egress.  Amazing airmanship, lousy fuel and 
emergency check list management.  

      One of the most spectacular ditching of an 
airliner occurred in 1996.  It was caught on video 
by a tourist. An Ethiopian Airlines 767 had been 
hijacked and forced to re-route to Australia. It 
consequently ran out of fuel and ditched off the 
Comoro Islands, midway between Madagascar and 
the African coast. The hijackers either had no 
concept of fuel requirements or just didn’t care.  
Ten of the 12 crew members and 117 of the 160 
passengers were killed, despite almost immediate 
rescue efforts from people nearby on the beach. 
Later analysis of the video showed that the aircraft 
caught its left wing on a rising swell, initiating a 
severe turning moment and a devastating breaking-
up of the aircraft on landing. 

In 1963, an Aeroflot twin-engine Tu124 
enroute to Moscow ran out of fuel after trying to 
sort out a landing gear problem. The crew ditched 

The Airbus A-330 like the US Air Airbus A-
320 that landed in the Hudson River is a fly by 
wire airplane.  Flight controls are powered 
hydraulically and controlled electrically by 
what Airbus calls a Side Stick Controller, for all 
practical purposes it is nothing more then a 
glorified joystick.  With both engines inop, 
engine driven hydraulic power is lost.  The 
flight controls then   get supplemental hydraulic 
pressure from the RAT.  The Ram Air Turbine 
automatically deploys whenever all engine 
driven hydraulic pressure is lost.  The air driven 
hydraulic pump provides enough hydraulic 
pressure for the primary flight controls down to 
an airspeed of approximately 130 knots. (Pg 6) 
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on the Neva River; the aircraft remained afloat and 
was towed to shore. All 52 occupants survived. 
In May 1970, a DC-9 enroute to St. Maarten from 
New York ran out of fuel after three missed 
approaches at St. Croix. After a ditching in poor 
weather, 22 of the 57 passengers died, along with 
one crew member. 
   The major airlines do not practice “All Engine 
Out” landings. “All engines out” is practiced in the 
simulator at altitude. The emphasis and goal is 
always to go through memorized and written 
checklists so as to at least get one of the engines 
started again. The manufactures’ aircraft manuals 
usually have a short section on ditching at sea 
(land parallel to the swells; keep the nose up on 
touch down and a vague statement that you can 
expect the aircraft to stay afloat for a while). 
   By comparison, historical ditching survival rates 
for light aircraft are quite good. An Aviation Safety 
magazine study of light aircraft ditching found that 
nearly 90 percent of the occupants egress and 
survive light aircraft ditching events.  Running into 
a flock of Canadian Geese in a small airplane is 
much more problematic.  �  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS –   
JANUARY 22-25, 2009 - - - - - - - - - - - - SEBRING, FL 
U.S. SPORT AVIATION EXPO 
SEBRING REGIONAL AIRPORT (SEF) 
www.sport-aviation-expo.com  
APRIL 21-26, 2009 - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - LAKELAND, 
FL 
SUN-n-FUN FLY-IN – 
LAKELAND LINDER REGIONAL AIRPORT (LAL) 
www.sun-n-fun.org  
APRIL 25, 2009 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - MASSEY, MD 
ANNUAL CHILI FIESTA FLY-IN – 
MASSEY AIRDROME (MD1) – MASSEY AIR MUSEUM 
410/928-5270 – www.massey.org  
MAY 30-31, 2009 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - SUFFOLK, VA 
VIRGINIA REGIONAL FESTIVAL OF FLIGHT – FLY-IN 
SUFFOLK EXECUTIVE AIRPORT (SFQ) 
www.vaeaa.org  
JUNE 6-7, 2009 – - - - - - - - - - - - -- CROSS KEYS, NJ 
EAA CHAPTER 216’s PANCAKE BREAKFAST FLY-
IN/DRIVE-IN 
IN MEMORY OF DOUG MACLEOD 
CROSS KEYS AIRPORT (17N) 
2 DAYS RAIN OR SHINE 
PRESIDENT HOWARD BATES – 856/728-2354 
www.MK1monro@worldnet.att.net  
JULY 27-AUGUST 2, 2009 - - - - - - - - - OSHKOSH, WI 
EAA AIRVENTURE – WITTMAN REGIONAL AIRPORT 
(OSH) 
MAKE PLANS EARLY -  
www.AirVenture.org 

 
 

 
Capt. Chesley B. "Sully" Sullenberger III  
 
 

                    Lethal Bird Strikes 
In US aviation history the worst bird strike accident 
occurred in 1960 when an Eastern Airlines 
Lockheed Electra lost three of its four engines on 
takeoff at three hundred feet in the air at Boston’s 
Logan Airport.  The crew immediately lost control 
and the plane cart-wheeled into Boston Harbor.  
There were sixty five fatalities and ten injuries, nine 
of them serious.  The culprits were a large flock of 
starlings. 
 
In 1995 an E-3 AWACS (B-707) hit a flock of 
Canadian Geese on takeoff at an Alaskan Air Force 
Base.  Shortly after liftoff the two port engines lost 
power.  Aircraft control was lost.  All twenty four 
crewmembers perished.  
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                 RAT Deployed on B-757 
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