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�Graphlite ? 
Chapter 78 member Jim Boxmeyer is 

scheduled to give a talk on a high strength 
precured graphite material called Graphlite. It has 
been used in wide range of aircraft, including the 
V-22 Osprey, Jim Marske Designs and the LAK 
17 sailplane. The materials’ exceptional strength is 
achieved through fiber alignment and a high 
temperature epoxy.  
Jim has been experimenting with fabrication 
techniques using the material towards the goal of 
producing stiff lightweight structures. Jim has 
produced some test samples of structural 
components including a wing spar section to be 
shown at the meeting.   

Jim has been a Chapter 78 member since 
1977. He has given a forum talk at Oshkosh and 
made presentations to EAA chapters over the years 
on composites. He has built large scale composite 
aircraft models. �  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Corner 
Greetings, 
First off, I’d like to congratulate Andrew Hayter 
and Dave Metzler as newly elected members of the 
EAA 78 Board of Directors, which met last week 
to discuss the year’s agenda, projects, and other 
business. I’ll provide more details at the meeting, 
but here are a few of the highlights. 
Among the items talked about is a review of the 
current (adopted circa 1995) Bylaws, which will 
undergo some proposed updating to better reflect 
how the chapter operates, as well as making sure 
that we conform to current EAA practice.   

 
The Board agreed on the following 3-year terms 
for Board members: 
 
Ending 12/31/2009 
Guy Ullman, Harry Beard, Ron Gray 
 
Ending 12/31/2010 
Tom Russell, Bob McAuliffe, Rick Eggleston 
 
Ending 12/31/2011 
Dave Metzler, Andrew Hayter, Otto Blavier 
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Also, here are the current Officer terms: 
 
Ending 12/31/2009 
Tom Russell- President, Rick Eggleston- Vice 
President, Harry Beard - Secretary, Otto Blavier- 
Treasurer  
 
We have set the B17 tour visit for Aug 20- Aug 
24, again hosted by Ronson Aviation at Trenton. 
This will include a weekend, which should help 
with turnout and allow some chapter members to 
participate who normally have to be at work on 
weekdays. Rick will be handling the logistics. 
The Board formed a committee consisting of Rick, 
Dave, Andrew, Bob McAuliffe, and Otto to flesh-
out the details of the scholarship program. The 
plan is to make the first award later this year. Also, 
Rick and Dave have been charged with generating 
ideas to increase the membership. 
A couple of our chapter members have 
experienced the loss of loved ones recently. Gary 
Hilton’s wife passed away last month, and I just 
received word that Rick Eggleston’s mother died 
late last week. Please join me in expressing our 
condolences to our friends.  
At the February meeting (7:30PM 2/24 at Wings) 
EAA78 member Jim Boxmeyer will be giving a talk 
about composites. Jim has a lot of expertise in this area, 
so I hope you will attend.  � Tom Russell - President 

January Meeting Minutes 
The chapter met in the Wings Field lounge. 
There were 11 members and 3 visitors present. 
Our President, Tom Russell, called the meeting 
To order at 7:30PM. 
The minutes of the December meeting were 
Approved as printed in our newsletter. 
Our treasurer. Otto Blavier, reviewed the chapter 
Finances, noting that we began the year with 
$14,717.74 and ended 2008 with $16,540.45. 

Old business items were the completion of the 
Chapter status report and the nomination of 
Directors to fill two vacancies. Members in good 
standing, Andrew Hayter and David Metzler 
accepted the nomination and were elected 
Unanimously by the 11 members present. Tom 
Russell will get the necessary votes to complete 
a quorum by phone. Otto wrote a check for $227 

to cover our liability insurance for 2009. 
Tom Russell plans to have an updated 
membership list for distribution at our next 
meeting.  Tom also wants to update this list each 
month as needed. 
David Metzier gave his impression of the 
Desmond Facility and spoke enthusiastically of 
the rare aircraft in the collection and the scope of 
John Desmond's aviation knowledge. 
Jim Boxmeyer reported on finding a new source 
of pre-cured carbon fiber sheet that is 
exceptionally strong. 
Gordon White described the problems of adding 
an extension to his projects prop hub.  It requires 
the removal and reinstallation of the hub that is 
torqued to two hundred foot pounds.                                                                   
Otto Blavier described the making of a Pilots                                               
Handbook for his KR-2 using 3 x 5 card stock                                              
and a small loose-leaf binder.                                                             
Rick Eggleston wanted to know if there was 
interest in ordering summer shirts with a chapter 
logo.   The Board of Directors will work on                                                
establishing an A&P scholarship and also work                                    
on plans for a bus trip to the USS Intrepid in                                          
New York harbor.  �           
 
Respectfully submitted, G. White for H. Beard                                                     

  Secretary 
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New LSA Amphibian: The Icon 
The aviation industry may be going through tough 
times right now, but that's not stopping 
entrepreneurs from moving forward with new 
projects. Icon Aircraft, based in southern 
California, announced this week that its Icon A5 
amphibious light-sport aircraft has completed its 
phase-one flight testing. The A5 has a folding-
wing design to make it easier to store or transport 
by trailer, and was created by a team that included 
automobile designers as well as aircraft engineers 
who previously worked at Scaled Composites. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
So far, the aircraft has completed a series of 27 
flights, and data was gathered across a wide range 

of speeds, gross weights, centers of gravity, flap 
settings, altitudes and sea states. "While there are 
areas to be further optimized, as with any flight 
test program, the A5, overall, performed as 
designed and is a blast to fly," reported lead 
engineer and test pilot Jon Karkow. The A5 
prototype demonstrated exceptional water stability 
and handling, easy takeoff and landing 
performance, as well as light control forces with 
responsive yet docile flight characteristics, the 
company said. The estimated base price of the A5 
is $139,000, and deliveries are scheduled to begin 
in late 2010.  �   AvWeb Summary 
 

.   
 
 
 
      Some A5’s Features 
- Folding wings (manual or automatic) 
- Retractable landing gear  
- Seawing platforms for easy access and docking 
- Custom aircraft towing trailer (optional) 
- Headlights and floodlightsPERFORMANCE ES 
- High-strength, lightweight carbon fiber airframe 
- Amphibious design (flies off land and water) 
- High-performance wing and airfoil 
- Reliable 100-hp Rotax 912 ULS engine 
- Runs on auto gasoline or aviation gasoline 

-The most intriguing design feature is the 
optional electrically powered wing folding 
system. 
-The most controversial design feature is the 
instrument panel.  One can easily see the 
automobile designers influence.  Not sure how 
it will be received by aviation community. 
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New Marine One? 
A six-year-old project to build state-of-the-art 
presidential helicopters has bogged down in a 
contracting quagmire that will challenge Mr. 
Obama’s desire to rein in military contracting 
expenses.  The planned new fleet of 28 Marine 
One helicopters that will each cost more than the 
last Air Force One.  (1992 prices) 
Equipped to deflect missile attacks and capable of 

waging war from the air, the new VH-71 
helicopters would fly farther, faster and more 
safely than the current decades-old craft. But each 
improvement pushes up the cost. The program’s 
original $6.1 billion contract has ballooned to 
$11.2 billion, and the Pentagon notified Congress 
last month that it was so far over budget that the 
law required a review. The Obama administration 
now must determine if the project is essential to 

national security and if there are alternatives that 
would cost less.  
The current fleet of 19 aircraft includes 11 
Sikorsky VH-3D Sea Kings and 8 VH-60N Black 
Hawks, some of which have been flying presidents 
for up to 35 years. When a president is aboard one 
of the helicopters it goes by the radio call sign 
Marine One. The helicopters typically ferry a 
president from the White House to Andrews Air 
Force Base or Camp David, usually accompanied 
by one or two helicopters carrying staff members 
and serving as decoys. Helicopters are also 
sometimes airlifted to the president’s stops around 
the world for shorter-range flights. 
Andrew H. Card Jr., Mr. Bush’s White House 
chief of staff, grew exasperated in 2002 by 
helicopter mechanical problems and instigated the 
development of an ultramodern replacement. The 
Pentagon awarded a contract in 2005 to Lockheed 
Martin, even though it had never built helicopters, 
reasoning that a three-engine model produced by 
its British-Italian partner, called the EH-101, 
provided a useful foundation.  
In doing so, the Pentagon bypassed Sikorsky 
Aircraft, the contractor since the Eisenhower era. 
Representative Rosa DeLauro, a Democrat from 
Connecticut, where Sikorsky is based, said she 
believed the Bush administration wanted to reward 
Britain and Italy for support in Iraq. “I think this 
was a way of saying, ‘We understand what you did 
for us; now we’re trying to do something for 
you,’ ” she said. 
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The Bush administration denied that. But as 
the White House tried to effectively replicate 
Air Force One in helicopter form, it soon 
became clear that modifying the EH-101 was 
much more complicated than anticipated.  
The choice confronting Mr. Obama 
encapsulates the tension between two 
imperatives of this new presidency, the need 
to meet the continuing threats in an age of 
terrorism and the demand for austerity in a 
period of economic hardship. �  Summary of 
NY Times Article 
 

More News 
  
Bird Radar Systems Now at Sea-Tac  
 
Sea-Tac (Seattle Tacoma Airport) is the world’s 
first airport to use avian radar to monitor bird 
movements. These three experimental radar 
systems are an important tool for testing and 
developing best management practices to reduce 
potentially hazardous bird activity on and near the 
airport. This work is part of an ongoing 
collaborative research effort with the University of 
Illinois using FAA grant funds to determine how 
an airport operator can best use this technology as 
an early-warning-detection system against 
collisions between aircraft and birds.  � �
�
 

Cessna puts new tail on SkyCatcher  
Following the loss of a prototype Cessna 
SkyCatcher light sport aircraft last year, Cessna 
has increased the size of the tail and reduced its 
rearward sweep, giving the aircraft a slightly 
different look. The pilot in the accident safely 
landed by parachute, but the aircraft was 
destroyed. Wind tunnel tests using a vertical tunnel 
facility in Germany have confirmed the 
SkyCatcher now has no unrecoverable spin 
characteristics. The larger-tail design first flew 
Dec. 15, 2008, according to Neal Wilford, project 
engineer on the SkyCatcher. Deliveries are 
scheduled to begin the last half of 2009. The first 
aircraft assembly at Shenyang Aircraft Corp. in 
Shenyang, China, will take place between April 
and June.  �  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

U.S. (Metric) 
Dimensions SkyCatcher 
Exterior  
Height 8 ft 4 in (2.53 m)  
Length 22 ft 10 in (6.95 m)  
Wingspan 30 ft (9.14 m)  
Cabin  
Height 46.8 in (118.87 cm)  
Width 44 in (111.76 cm)  
Length 5 ft 9 in (1.76 ft)  
Standard Seating Capacity 2 
Baggage Capacity 22 cubic ft (0.6 cubic m) 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 
FEBRUARY 18 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CROSS KEYS, NJ 
EAA CHAPTER 216 MEETING – 7:30 PM 
@FREE FALL ADVENTURE MEETING ROOM 
VIDEO AND DISCUSSION ON THE ROTAC 582 ENGINE 
PRESIDENT HOWARD BATES- 856/728-2354 
www.MK1monro@worldnet.att.net 
 
MARCH 18 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  GLASSBORO, NJ 
EAA CHAPTER 216 ANNUAL BANQUET – 
MASSO’S RED PINE INN - ROY HERMANSEN – 856/582-2282 
MORE DETAIL TO FOLLOW 
 
APRIL 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - GLASSBORO, NJ 
EAA CHAPTER 216 FIRST SATURDAY GATHERING 
8:30 AM – BREAKFAST – LOCATION TBA 
10:00 AM – MEET @ THE HOME OF DAN MARCHETTI 
277 CLAYTON/AURA ROAD – 881-8343 
TO VIEW HIS AVID FLYER – ENGINE UPGRADE  
PRESIDENT HOWARD BATES- 856/728-2354 
www.MK1monro@worldnet.att.net 
 
APRIL 21-26 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - LAKELAND, FL 
SUN-n-FLY-IN  
LAKELAND LINDER REGIONAL AIRPORT (LAL) 
www.sun-n-fun.org 
 
May 9  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -MASSEY, MD 
NOTE  DATE  CHANGE 
ANNUAL CHILL FIESTA FLY-IN – 
MASSEY AIRDROME (MD1) – MASSEY AIR MUSEUM 
410/928-5270 – www.masseyaero.org 
 
MAY 16 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CAMBRIDGE, MD 
TENATIVE – DATE UNCONFIRMED – 
POTOMAC ANTIQUE AERO SQUADRON FLY-IN 
HORM POINT AERODROME 
 
 
MAY 16 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - TOUGHKENAMON, PA 
EAA CHAPTER 240 FAMOUS PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
NEW GARDEN AIRPORT (N57) –  302/234-9596 
www.eaa240.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY 17 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - WOODBINE, NJ 
EAA CHAPTER 287 – FLY-IN BREAKFAST 
WOODBINE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT (1N4) 
Jim Romano – President  - - FlyingJR13@hotmail.com 
 
MAY 30-31 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - SUFFOLK, VA 
VIRGINIA REGIONAL FESTIVAL OF FLIGHT FLY-IN 
SUFFOLK EXECUTIVE AIRPORT (SFQ) 
www.vaeaa.org 
 
JUNE 6-7 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CROSS KEY, NJ 
EAA CHAPTER 216’s PANCAKE BREAKFAST FLY-I/DRIVE-
IN 
IN MEMORY OF DOUG MACLEOD – w/YOUNG EAGLE 
FLIGHTS 
CROSS KEYS AIRPORT (17N) - 2 DAYS RAIN OR SHINE 
PRESIDENT HOWARD BATES- 856/728-2354 
www.MK1monro@worldnet.att.net 
 
JUNE 14 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - TOUGHKENAMON, PA 
NEW GARDEN AIR SHOW @ NEW GARDEN AIRPORT (N57) 
www.n57,com - - 610/268-2048 
w/ EAA CHAPTER 240 FAMOUS PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
www.eaa240.org 
 
June 14 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - WOODBINE, NJ 
EAA CHAPTER 287 – FLY-IN BREAKFAST 
WOODBINE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT (1N4) 
Jim Romano – President   - - FlyingJR13@hotmail.com 
 
JUNE 19-21 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - WELLSVILLE,PA 
20TH ANNUAL FATHERS DAY FLY-IN 
FOOTLIGHT RANCH – www.footlightranch.com 
717/432-4441 
 
JULY 11 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - TOUGHKENAMON, PA 
EAA CHAPTER 240 FAMOUS PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
NEW GARDEN AIRPORT (N57) –  302/234-9596 
www.eaa240.org 
 
July 12  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - WOODBINE, NJ 
EAA CHAPTER 287 – FLY-IN BREAKFAST 
WOODBINE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT (1N4) 
Jim Romano – President  - - FlyingJR13@hotmail.com 
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JULY 27-AUGUST 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - OSHKOSH, WI 
EAA AIRVENTURE WITTMAN REGIONAL AIRPORT (OSH) 
MAKE PLANS EARLY – www.AirVenture.org 
 
SEPTEMBER 6-7 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - WILDWOOD, NJ 
NASW MUSEUM – WILL HOST WW-II BOMBERS 
CAPE MAY COUNTY AIRPORT (WWD) 
 
SEPTEMBER 12 - - - - - - - - - - - - - TOUGHKENAMON, PA 
EAA CHAPTER 240 FAMOUS PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
NEW GARDEN AIRPORT (N57) –  302/234-9596 
www.eaa240.org 
 
SEPTEMBER 13  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - WOODBINE, 
NJ 
EAA CHAPTER 287 – FLY-IN BREAKFAST 
WOODBINE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT (1N4) 
Jim Romano – President  - - FlyingJR13@hotmail.com 
 
SEPTEMBER 16  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - OCEAN CITY , 
NJ 
TENTATIVE  -  DATE UNCONFIRMED 
OCEAN CITY MUNICIPAL AIRPORT – (26N) 
ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE FLY-IN  - 609/525-9223 
 
 
 

��
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
OCTOBER 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ALLOWAY, NJ  
EAA CHAPTER 216 ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL FLY-IN 
WHITEY LANCE AIRPORT (NJ02) 
PRESIDENT HOWARD BATES- 856/728-2354 
www.MK1monro@worldnet.att.net 
 
October 17 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - DULLES AIRPORT 
EAA CHAPTER 287 BUS TRIP TO NASM Udvar-Hazy Museum 
More Detail to follow  
 
DECEMBER 6 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -MASSEY, MD 
ANNUAL OPEN HANGAR DAY – 
MASSEY AIRDROME (MD1) MASSEY AIR MUSEUM 
“Hors D’oeuvres” WELCOME – 1:00 TO 5:00 PM 
410/928.5270 - - www.masseyaero.org 
 
 
This information is not guaranteed. 
It’s wise to confirm dates as some events cancel with out 
notice. Please send event data or updates to Bob Cooper – 
856/694-4221   EAA CHAPTER 216 – 
PL4COOP@JUNO.COM 
Updated – 01/31/09 
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Copy and Paste the below address in 
your web browser for interesting 
perspective of Dash-8 accident at 
Buffalo NY. 
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Chapter Officers  
  and Contacts 
President  
 Tom Russell 
           (215) 896-0623 
Vice President    
 Rick Eggleston 
 (215) 348-2748 
Secretary     
Harry Beard 
 215 348-8732 
Treasure      
 Otto Blavier 
 215) 672-6598 
Tech Rep     
 Marty Cooke 
 (215) 822-2678 
Web Master    
 Jeff Langer 
 (215) 297-5938 
Newsletter Editor 
 Ron Gray 
 (215) 348 2748 
             Jron10@verizon.net 
 Jron10@gmail.com 


