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Year in Review  
No doubt the aviation story of the year was the 
successful outcome of USAir’s flight 1549 water 
landing on the Hudson 
River.  The flight’s captain 
Chesley “Sulley” 
Sullenberger became an 
instant national hero.  The 
most important economic 
aviation story was the 
belated first flight of the 
Boeing 787 on December 
16th.  So far airlines are 
betting on the 787 to be 
their future with over 900 
orders.  It has been a bad 
year economically for 
General Aviation.  Layoffs 
and factory closings were 
the GA headlines.  
However one bright spot may be in the LSA 
category.  Most of the major players are  

Chapter Dinner 
More Pictures on Page 7 
 

Below - Flight 1549, took off from La Guardia Airport 
and was headed to Charlotte, NC January 16th 2009.  
There were 160 souls on board.                  Time 
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reporting that they have not suffered nearly as 
much as the larger GA manufactures.  Time will 
tell.  
   EAA highlights were two very positive stories.   
In this down economy the Oshkosh Air show had a 
wonderful turnout.  (578,000 visitors– An increase 
of 12 percent over 2008). The second is the FAA’s 

final ruling on the 51% rule.  All in all it 
looks like a very workable ruling.  EAA 
seems quite satisfied with the outcome.  
Good example of our dues working for 
us.  EAA lobbied very hard to have our 
voice heard in the rulemaking process.   
 
Some of Chapter 78’s highlights 
included another successful B-17 visit, a 
visit to the aircraft carrier Enterprise in 

New York City, a Chapter picnic, and finally 
several  field visits to see some of the projects of 
Chapter members.  One very sad story was the 
sudden passing of chapter member John 
Kirkpatrick .  It was also sad to hear about the 
“parting out” of Charlie Donnella’s long time 
project. 

The mundane business side of the 
chapter has two continuing stories.  The 
first is progress with the IRS in 
reconciling our status with them.  
Thanks Tom.  The other, a planned 
scholarship program sponsored by the 
Chapter is still in the planning stage.  �  

 
Above:  Marty 
Cook Pontificating 
at the Picnic. 
 
Left:  Trenton 
Newspaper 
Photographer 
Working on the  
“B-17 Media 
Flight. 
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Chapter Minutes 
 
EAA Chapter 78 Minutes, 24 November 2009 Meeting 
 President Tom Russell called the Chapter meeting 
to order at 7:30 PM at Wings Field.  Sixteen persons 
were in attendance.  Otto reported that the treasury had 
$16,260 but he had not yet added the approximately 
$1,900 from the B-17 visit, and had not deducted a 
$250 speaker fee nor the bereavement tribute following 
the death of John Fitzpatrick. 
 Tom reported he had received a note of thanks 
from John’s widow for the chapter’s display of 
sympathy and concern. 
 Board members’ terms will expire for Gray, 
Ullman and Beard at the end of this year and must be 
filled by an election in December, Tom stated.  He said 
that outgoing board members could opt for election to 
another three year term, if desired.  Ron Gray and Guy 
Ullman indicated they would accept another term, if 
elected, although Beard stated that he would decline the 
privilege.  Tom said he will provide ballots, perhaps 
including one with a dues renewal notice to each 
member.  A question was raised regarding the cost for 
2010 dues, and the president said that they would 
remain at $20.00 unless there was an objection to that 
amount.  (No objection was acknowledged – the dues 
remain at $20.) 
 Tom reminded all that a dinner party is scheduled 
for the 19th of December and it will be held at the same 
location as last year, provided that the location is 
favored by a majority and also contingent upon the 
Restaurant accepting a return visit by our group. 
Tom said that we should plan on a Buffet style again 
and suggested a time of 6:30 PM.  (An update on the 
particulars should appear elsewhere, perhaps via a 
separate mailing.) Tom took a survey of members                                       
Continued on Page 4 

The last conversation I had with John was at the 
September chapter meeting.  He was beaming as he 
briefed us on his B-17 positioning flight from TTN to 
RDG.  John was the only Chapter member who made 
the flight.  Part of his briefing was showing us photos  
that he had taken on the flight.  The most impressive 
one was very similar to the one above without the 
little boy.  I asked him to send me the Pic for NL 
publication. Sadly it never arrived. 
EAA Photo 
 

                Last Flight 
John Kirkpatrick, October 21st 2009.  He was 62. 
     Pictured Bombardier Station B-17 
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present who planned to attend with guests. (21, with 
some question marks and a couple of blanks) 
 The meeting was opened to members for building 
or flying reports. 
 - Bob McAuliffe said that since he sold his RV-8 
and his buyer did not want the beautiful instrument 
panel he had built for him, he would like to sell the 
panel at a price well below his cost. (It is a very nice 
panel & has some good avionics - Ed.) 
 - Gordon reported he has finished his engine nose 
cowling and has completed the fairings around the tail 
fin.  He has also balanced the prop. 
 - Joe Schiavoni reported on the lift that permits the 
hangaring of two small aircraft in an “over” & “under” 
arrangement within a single hangar.  The design 
incorporates a number of well “thought –out” features 
that can best be comprehended by actually viewing it. 
 - Otto has his project almost ready to fly.  He 
discovered a fuel blockage and had to remove and the 
clean fuel lines, the fuel selector, and the shut-off valve 
and now has to re-install all the components. 
 - Marty Saylor had a problem with his vacuum 
driven instruments and determined that he had to buy a 
new pump.  He plans to “re-do” the static system.  
 Individual discussion groups formed as members 
slowly drifted into the dark night. 
Harry Beard, Secretary  �  

 
Finally:  Boeing 787 First Flight  
Getty 

http://faasafety.gov/files/helpcontent/Courses/NY%20
Course/index.html      Mandatory Hudson River Course 
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From Penobscot Bay to Casco Bay  

Last week I rode in the co-pilot’s seat of a twin-
engine, six-seater Cessna as it made its way down 
the mid-coast of Maine. The pilot, a trim man in 
his 60s, was a model of efficiency, replying in his 
quiet voice to the indecipherable strings of 
numerals that floated up to us over the radio. I 
heard the same strings of numerals in my headset, 
and the only response I could imagine making 
was, “Pardon?” 

The trouble with being a layman sitting beside an 
experienced pilot is that you cannot see the gradual 
stages by which they learned their skills. Those 
skills look innate. The pilot sat there in the totality 
of his experience, while I tried to guess at all the 
gauges and keep my hands well away from the 
yoke. 

I’ve ridden in the co-pilot’s seat before, and in my 
experience it’s impossible to do so without 
thinking about strokes and heart attacks or wishing 
that you’d spent months and months playing Flight 
Simulator. I’ve also read Wolfgang 
Langewiesche’s “Stick and Rudder” — a classic 
flight training manual — rather carefully. But the 
only thing I could call to mind is that you must not 
buzz your house after you get your pilot’s license. 
This always causes you to crash and die.  

We flew along just below the broken cloud cover, 
pillars of sunlight streaming down upon the islands 
beneath us, houses gathered on the end of a 
peninsula, a few lobster boats moored in protected 
water. It felt as though we were flying over a 
fictional planet, a place of peace and unassuming 
prosperity, whose inhabitants must surely be very 
wise to have settled in such small, tight clusters.  

But soon the traffic began — a single plane 
heading north. We veered a little west to give it 
some room, and as we corrected course, there, 
suddenly, was Portland, sun glinting off its 
windows, bridges breaking the solid gleam of light 
on the water. I had been looking, and even now, as 
I wondered where the airport might be, there it 
was, just off to the right, a broad swath of concrete 
reaching into the distance.  

The pilot went through his landing checklist, 
saying to himself the checks he was performing. 
Indicator lights near the runway showed two red 
and two white, which meant we were on the glide 
path. Then the ground rushed up at us and the 
wheels touched down, and it was time to become 
an airline passenger all over again — consigned to 
the hold while the pilots go about their pleasant 
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NY Times does not very often publish 
something positive about General 
Aviation.  This was the third lead 
editorial one day last November. 
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Chapter Officers  
  and Contacts 
President  
 Tom Russell 
           (215) 896-0623 
Vice President    
 Rick Eggleston 
 (215) 348-2748 
Secretary     
Harry Beard 
 215 348-8732 
Treasure      
 Otto Blavier 
 215) 672-6598 
Tech Rep     
 Marty Cooke 
 (215) 822-2678 
Web Master    
 Jeff Langer 
 215) 297-5938 
Newsletter Editor 
 Ron Gray 
 (215) 348 2748 
             Jron10@verizon.net 
 Jron10@gmail.com 

Classified 

                 NEW RV8 PANEL  
Professionally Built by Aerotronics 

New panel, ready to plug into your RV8 Project or 
flying RV8. 

 
   Includes: 

·  Garmin 430 GPS/NAV/COM with WAAS 
·  Garmin 340 Audio Panel 
·  Garmin SL40 COM 
·  Garmin GTX 327 Transponder 
·  GI 106A NAV Indicator 
·  TRUTRAK DIGITRAC Autopilot (single axis) 
·  EI Engine Monitor MVP 50  (15 function) 
·  Flight Instruments 
·  AOA SPORT Angle of Attack Indicator 
·  TRUTRAK ADI with GPS and battery back up 
·  SD-20 Standby Alternator System 
·  MAC Pilot & Copilot Stick Grips (plug in) 
·  Pilot’s right side panel pre-wired 
·  Many other outstanding  features 
·  Outstanding quality installation. 

 
    Cost to reproduce over $40k.  Save months of work. 

     Photos and detailed equipment list available. 
 

 
 

Price:  $29,500 
Contact:  Bob McAuliffe 

bmcau@comcast.net 
215-242-8291 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHAPTER CHATTER,  EAA Chapter 78 
7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
 

                     Below – “Good Teeth” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


