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Left to Right, Leno Flego, Guy Ullman, Tom Russell
and Andrew Hayter.

“Singing in the Rain
Saturday Washout
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President’'s Corner

Greetings all,

We had a reasonably successful B17 event -
notwithstanding the occasionally nasty weather.
The crew managed to get six flights in, two on

Friday and four on Sunday. Saturday was a
washout, but we had a brisk ground tour business
before the rain came in the afternoon. Another
factor was that the Collins Foundation was

exhibiting at Trenton the prior weekend, so that
stole a bit of the thunder. However, | did hear the
comment from one of the attendees that the EAA
aircraft was in much better condition. A local

group of T-28's that were practicing formation

flying on Sunday drew in a number of curious

local people, who then toured the B17.

We also had a great turnout of chapter members to

help with the tour stop. I'd like to thank (in no
particular order, and | hope | didn’t miss anyone!)
Harry, Ron, Guy, Rick, Beth and her daughter
Elizabeth, Dennis, Al, Dave M., Dave H., Jim,
Michael, Joe, John, Lino, and Otto for taking time
to volunteer in the near-tropical weather. Special
thanks go to Harry, Ron, and Guy (for running
over to TTN on short notice to meet the incoming
aircraft on Thursday,) Joe (for arranging the yets,
Lino (for the coffee on Friday,) and Bob Hope (for
the memories.) This was my first B17 event, and it
was nice to see the enjoyment it brought to the
many people who came out, young and old.

Photo by Tom Russell

Member John Kirkpatrick was the lone
repositioning (over to Reading) passenger, and as
he described it, he will “need to eat a case ¢
lemons to take the grin off [his] face.”

Don't forget we will have the chapter picnic on
Saturday Sept. 12 at Van Sant Airport, families
welcome. Details to follow  shortly.
http://www.vansantairport.com/findus.htmi

Tom

“Bombs Away” Over the Delaware! T Russell

—n
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Below The Greatest Generation and the
Newest Generatio Russell

Left—Vince Badali / B-17 top turret gunner / flight
engineer — graduated gunnery school Kingman AZ, fell ill
was hospitalized and war ended before he could be

deployed to Europe.

Center — Henry Augustyniak /

B-17 & B-24 tail gunner — 10

combat missions in B-17's and
22 in B-24’s prefers B-17's in

spite of the fact that B-24's

could fly higher, faster, and

carry more of a load, because
the B-17 could absorb more
battle damage and not fall from
the sky.

Right — Walter Hein / B-17 top

turret gunner / flight engineer
and ball turret gunner- 10
combat missions as ball turret
gunner in the famed B-17
“Thunderbird” last surviving

member of original Thunderbird
crew, holder of distinguished
flying cross and many other
decorations See page 5

Joe Schiavoni




CHAPTERCHATTER, EAA Chapter 78

July Minutes

Vice President, Rick Eggleston, called the meeting
to order at approximately 7:45 PM. (President,
Tom Russell was unable to attend due to other
commitments.)

The first and primary order of business was
the planning and support for the forthcoming visit
of the EAA B-17 at the Trenton, NJ Airport. Rick
circulated a “sign-up” sheet seeking the dates
members could be available to help as needed.
Beth Signore agreed to again bring the drinks and
provide assistance in sales, as she did in prior
years. Joe Schiavoni announced that he was
working on some PR via a contact who is a radio
announcer, and he agreed to help again. Joe
knows many facts and figures about the B-17 and
is very valuable to have around when someone
starts asking specific questions about the airplane
Guy Ullman, a chapter “workhorse” last year,
announced he would help again this year. Most
members present made a commitment of time to
the effort.

Rick announced that Gary Hilton had an
accident at home, but was now on the mend.
Members expressed their concern and all wished
him well with a speedy recovery.

Leno Flego brought a couple of examples of
some lexan that he formed for his Falco, using a
Pizza oven for heating the material to the shape of
his mold. He also explained a reconstruction T
his flap or aileron. He provided some photos o
his project and mentioned that the chapter will b
invited to visit his project if the details can be
worked out.

Jim Boxmeyer brought a new sample of a
very light, but strong, structure he fabricatedhgsi
the common pink starfoam one might purchase at
Home Depot. It was joined by thin carbon strips
that he attached to the edges, length-wise. it
somewhat resembled a two-by-four, some five feet
in length, although it weighed scarcely a pound.
Jim spread it between two tables about four fee¢t
apart and then placed his entire weight in the
center of his sample without damaging the item.
Jim said that he could modify the structure tc

support more than
twice the force he
had imposed upon it

117}

without adding
substantially to its
weight.

Kurt Hopkin
wanted information

on locating 4130
welding rod in small

lots. A number of
suggestions were
offered as the

meeting was ending
and members started
leaving about 9:30
PM.

Harry Beard,
Secretary
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The Thunderbird

The Thunderbird was a B-17G-25-GL
manufactured by Douglas Aircraft in Long Beach,
CA, and flew 112 combat missions with the 303 rd
Bomb Group. It was accepted by the USAAF in
November 1943 and arrived in the group on
January 18, 1944, at RAF Molesworth, England.

On January 23, 1944, it was assigned to the crew
of 1°' Lt. Vern L Moncur, of Rupert, Idaho, which
had six previous missions in other bombers. After
that crew completed its tour on April 10, it was
used as a “new crew” aircraft, used to break in
replacement crews.

It was reputedly was crewed by 538 different

airmen, none of whom suffered an injury aboard
Thunderbird

Depiction ofThunderbird’s7d" Mission

Hanging in the Smithsonian

COMBAT OPERATIONAL TOUR
REQUIREMENTS

Date

Bomber
Crewmen

1)

Fighter
Crewmen

)

Photo
Recon

@)

Weather
Recon

)

Prior
to 01
Apr

1944

25
Missions

01
Apr
to 06
Jun
1944

30
Missions

200 hours

After
06
Jun
1944

35
Missions

300 hours

200
hours

500
hours

1. Credited Combat Missions

2. Operational Combat Hours

Asgu5, 1944

Painting by Keith Ferris
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Above: Looking Aft From the Removed Overheadrgemcy Hatch. Photos by Tom Russell

Below: Flight Crews Volunteer 1- 2 week rotatiodthey are committed to at least 4 rotations gassn.




