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USS INTREPID  (CV-11) 
 

Intrepid Sea-Air-Space Museum Photograph, Dec 2006 

Class: Essex (short hull group) Aircraft Carrier  
Launched: April 26, 1943  
At:  Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock 
Company, Newport News, Virginia  
Commissioned: August 16, 1943  
Modernized: in 1954 and 1959  

Length: 898 feet, as converted  
Beam: 103 feet  
Draft:  32 feet  
Displacement: 33,292 tons  
Armament:  WWII: 90+ aircraft; twelve 5-inch/38 
caliber, 40mm and 20mm guns. Post War: 45+ 
aircraft, four 5-inch/38 caliber guns.  

  
 
 

USS Intrepid won fame in 
the Pacific in World War II 
as the "Fighting I." She 
survived numerous kamikaze 
and bomb hits. The carrier 
fought in the Battle of Leyte 
Gulf in October, 1944. Her 
combat record includes the 
sinking of two Japanese 
battleships and numerous 
other vessels, as well as the 
destruction of more than 600 
enemy aircraft. Intrepid 
served three combat tours off 
Vietnam and twice as NASA 
Prime Recovery Ship for the 
manned space program. She 
was decommissioned in 
1974, but was assigned by 
Congress as the Bicentennial 

Exposition Ship at the Philadelphia Navy Yard in 
1975-76.  

USS Intrepid embarked on her second career as a 
sea-air-space museum in New York City in 1982. 
On her flight deck are more than 30 aircraft 
representing all of the U.S. armed services as well 
as British, French and Soviet jet fighters. This 
collection features an A-12 Blackbird flown by the 
CIA throughout the Cold War. Permanent and 
rotating exhibits on Intrepid's hangar deck depict 
the past, present and future of military technology. 
Other displays honor all who have served this 
nation in uniform.  USS Intrepid is designated a 
National Historic Landmark.  �  

              Google “Sun n Fun” 
Lot of good stuff to look up.  New engines, New 
innovations.  A very positive sign for LSA’s,  
Avemco has lowered premiums on many LSA’s.  
Check it out. 
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March Minutes 
 The Chapter 78 meeting of 31 March 2009 was 
held at Wings Field with 23 persons in attendance.  The 
meeting was called to order about 7:40 by our 
president, Tom Russell. 
 Otto, our treasurer, reported a total of $16,770 in 
the treasury.  Tom added that the chapter is continuing 
its pursuit to achieve a non-profit, organizational status. 
 Tom reported that EAA Chapter 501 in Warwick, 
NY has scheduled a May 16th Fly-In and has invited 
our members to participate.  Tom covered other 
incidental news items including an invitation to submit 
Chapter member nominations for awards to EAA 
Headquarters no later than May 31st. 
 The scholarship committee has not yet met to 
finalize the A&P scholarship which the chapter hopes 
to fund. 
 Considerable discussion ensued regarding the 
forthcoming chapter visit to the Intrepid Museum in 
New York.  Beth provided many details and stated that 
final costs for the transportation and museum entrance 
fees cannot be finalized until the number of persons 
participating is known.  The group consensus seemed 
to support either the 17th or 31st, the third or fifth 
Sundays of May, as the preferred dates of travel.  She 
said that we should anticipate a fee of about $27 each 
for the transportation and about $15 for admission to 
the museum, more or less, dependant upon the number 
participating. 
 Tom and Rick Eggleston briefly discussed the 
possibility of a Trenton fly-in of homebuilt aircraft 
from the chapter in May.  Such an event would be an 
act of appreciation for the excellent support that TTN 
management has provided us in the past for the B-17 
and the Tri-Motored Ford visits. 
 Dave Hudnut mentioned the forthcoming Redding 
Air Show as a unique opportunity for us to observe 
some historic aircraft of WW II vintage. 
 Tim Emig announced he has obtained an 
empenage kit for an RV-7. 
 It was again suggested that we attempt to schedule 
a fly-in to Grimes Field this Spring when the weather 
improves.  This perpetual plan without execution 
remains a goal for many of our members. 
 A DVD of the B-2 Bomber was on hand to 
provide an interesting program for the remainder of the 
evening, but none present could gain the cooperation of 
the TV or its electronic counter-parts to display the 
contents.  Numerous small groups of friendly 
conversation ensued to close out the evening events.  
Most members departed about 9:30 PM. 
Harry Beard, Secretary  �  

 

“Up the Hudson”   Continued 
 
On a clear breezy Saturday afternoon in February 
three of the four amigos are over New York 
Harbor northbound at 1000 feet, moving a long at 
110 knots in their 1970 straight leg Cardinal.  

   We are now half way between the Verrazano 
Bridge and the Southern tip of Manhattan.  At this 
point, I must admit, we were chatting too much 
among ourselves. We were approaching the 
always mesmerizing sight of the towering 
buildings that make up much of Manhattan Island.  
Over our ill timed chatter we overheard a 
broadcast of someone executing a 180 at the 
statue.  (What’s he doing over there?) Except for 
that “confusing” transmission we were not aware 
of any aircraft except for a couple of helicopters 
below us. We should have been paying closer 
attention.  He wasn’t at the Statue he was abeam 
the Statue. 
   Suddenly, as we were entering the Hudson River 
flyway abeam Wall Street, we simultaneously 
heard a position report and spotted a piper Archer 
type slightly above us and less then a half a mile in 
front of us.  He was probably the guy that 
announced that he was making the 180 at the 
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Statue.  While we are all exclaiming, “Where did 
this guy come from!” a Mooney announced that he 
was coming up on the Wall Street area north 
bound.  Through the Cardinal’s rear window, I 
quickly spotted him from my back seat vantage 
point.  He was about a mile behind us.  It soon 
became apparent that he must have slowed down 
because he was not gaining on us.  So for the next 
few minutes the front seat was busy keeping an 
eye on the Archer and the back seat was observing 
the Mooney.  Without any further communication 
we were now a loosely formed formation flying in 
trail along the Manhattan skyline.   (I was thinking 
to myself, “Weekdays are so much more relaxing 
traffic wise”.)  As we continued to track up the 
Hudson we started to relax and enjoy the sights.  
Somebody remarked that we missed the hole in the 
ground at the World Trade Center.  (We missed it 
because that’s when all of the excitement started.)   
 
   When we reached the George Washington 
Bridge our formation partners started to peel off in 
different directions.  Shortly they were out of 
sight.  We continued north to the Tapensee Bridge.  
We then made a 90 turn to the left and climbed to 
2000 feet and headed for the Greenwood Lake 
Airport (4N1).  The terrain was fairly hilly along 
our route to Greenwood.  The ride was a bit 
bumpy at times with a 15 knot surface wind.   The 
wind was now out of the southwest, and Rick had 
an easy landing on runway 24.  None of us had 
been to this field recently, and we were pleasantly 
surprised. 

   The runway and parallel taxiway were newly 
repaved.   The famous “Connie” sported a new 
paint job. (See the following story.)  A new chain 
link fence with three strands of barbed wire 
surrounded the entire airport perimeter.  My first 
thought was that the TSA was going a little crazy 

at this rural airport.  I was later to find out that its 
main function was to keep out the wildlife. 
We taxied back found a place where we could pull 
over and change seats.  Paul took the left seat and I 
moved up to the right.  We climbed up to 4500 feet 
on a direct heading to DYL.  We made contact 
with NY Approach and requested advisories.   Our 
course took us just outside the western edge of 
New York Bravo airspace.  It is a good idea to try 
to get advisories in this area. One can expect to 
find numerous VFR traffic skirting along the 
western perimeter of the New York Bravo 
airspace.  At 4500 feet there was no conflict with 
EWR arrivals.  However, at 6500 feet my previous 
experience has been that you can conflict with 
inbound airliners in this area.  Once, on a hazy 
summer afternoon flying this same route, I was 
VFR and getting advisories. I was looking down at 
747’s penetrating the Bravo airspace at 6000 feet.  
 
   Somebody suggested that we drop into Sky 
Manor (N40) to get fuel, since our route would 
take us directly over the field. The mid February 
price was an amazing $3.25 a gallon.  A group of 
pilots at Sky Manor had just recently purchased 
the whole operation.  Maybe this was their way of 
celebrating the purchase.  But, whatever the 
reason, it was wonderful news for local tri-state 
area pilots.   
   Paul made a nice landing on RW 25.   
Fueling at Sky Manor was self service.  Pulling up 
to the pumps we saw fellow chapter member 
Andrew Hayter.  Andrew had just taken a flight to 

Quakertown in his 
newly acquired 
Champ.  After the 
initial greetings we 
quickly asked if we 
could see his new 
aircraft.  Andrew 
invited us to taxi 
down to his hangar 
after we were finished 
fueling.   

What a jewel!  The airplane appeared to be in 
excellent condition.   
   It was now after 4PM. The little sun light left 
had lost its warmth.  It was getting cold and some 
of the Amigos were now late.  We all wished we 
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could have had a longer visit with Andrew and his 
7AC. 
   I flew the thirteen minute leg home. (I have 
conveniently forgotten the quality of that landing. 
They are usually fair to midland.)  Two hours of 
TAC time and 20 gallons of fuel later we were 
home.  We had a great day with N30686: the fun 
and challenge of working with a very busy ATC 
system, seeing NYC up close and personal, 
discovering the rebirth of an airport, visiting a 
friend’s new airplane, and learning, once again, the 
importance of cockpit discipline.  RG  �  

The Champagne Lady  
 
   Greenwood Lakes Lockheed Constellation  (C-
69) first flew for Air-France after WWII. She flew 
between New York and Paris.  F-BAZA had a 
significant mishap in 1947 at LaGuardia Airport in 
New York City after the starboard main landing 
gear collapsed. Thankfully, damage was mild 
enough that she was not ‘written off’ (scrapped) 
and she was repaired and returned to service. . 

 
   Air France sold the planes to TWA in 1950.  She 
was christened ‘The Star of the Azores’ with her 
new US registration number being N9412H. TWA 
flew N9412H through 1959.  N9412H spent the 
1960s going from one small airline (and airliner 
brokerage) to the next.  In 1968, she was 
purchased by 
‘Mineral County 
Airlines’ and initially 
flew under the 
‘Hawthorne Nevada 
Airlines’ name, 
which was renamed 
‘Air Nevada’ in 1969.  
Before the airline 
folded that same 

September it is believed she was re-christened 
‘Champagne Lady’. From late 1969 through 1976, 
she was shuttled between various storage facilities 
in California and Arizona, awaiting a new buyer 
and a return to regular flight.  
 
 In 1976, Frank Lembo Enterprises (owners of 
Greenwood Lake Airport in West Milford, New 
Jersey) bought her for $45,000 for use as a 
restaurant & lounge project.  
The plane was serviced for her final flight and 
made the journey around July of 1977, landing on  
GLA’s short, 2700-foot runway. She was placed 
against the airport’s main building and anchored in 
place. To date, she has never flown again.  
 
   By 1981, the interior changes had been 
completed, a stairway built and large doorways cut 
into the fuselage, port-front and starboard-rear. 
The restaurant opened... and quickly closed due to 
a lack of customers. The plane then sat, unused 
and neglected until 1996 or so, when it was used 

by local pilots as their 
shop. But hauling 
parts up and down 
those stairs was likely 
too inconvenient and 
once again, the plane 
was closed up and 
treated as a storage 
shed. 
Rumor has it that 
around the time she 

served as a shop, someone decided to see if they 
could get the  
long-idle engines to fire up. While three of them 
seemed unwilling, #2 was said to have started and 
run quite well. 
   In 2000, the State of New Jersey purchased the 
airport...and in the same deal, got the plane. Still, 
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the plane sat unused.  But in 2005, a flight school 
began using the plane as its office, so changes 
were again made inside, and a large deck added to 
the front, port side of the fuselage. The tarmac was  
also treated to a new chain-link fence surrounding 
the plane. 
 
   In 2008 the Constellation received a new paint 
job in Air Nevada livery to most of her exterior. 
Her tail was reskinned. She is looking beautiful, be 
sure to check her out.  A brief summary from GDL 
WebPage.    �  
 

EAA Calendar 
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